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1952 LEGISLATIVE PROGRAMS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION, 
VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS, DISABLED AMERICAN 
VETERANS, AND AMERICAN VETERANS OF WORLD 
WAR Il 


TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 1952 


House or Representatives, 
ComoMirrer oN Vererans’ AFFAIRS, 
Washington, BD. ¢. 

The Committee on Veterans’? Affairs met, pursuant to notice, im 
room 356 of the Old House Office Building at 10 a.m... Hon. John E. 
Rankin (chairman of the committee) presiding. 

The CuatrmMan. The committee will come to order. 

We have met this morning to hear the representatives of the ac- 
credited veterans’ organizations. Mr. Ketchum, of the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars. 

Mr. Kerennum. Mr. Chairman, thank you. 


STATEMENT OF OMAR B. KETCHUM, DIRECTOR, NATIONAL 
LEGISLATIVE SERVICE, VFW, WASHINGTON, D. C. 


Mr. Keretrum. Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, I 
am very proud this morning to have our group of national officers and 
past national commanders and members of some of our national com- 
mittees. We also have our commander in chief, whom I will present a 
moment or two later to make the principal statement before the 
committee. I think you know most of this group. There is no use 
trying to introduce them all personally but L would like the members 
of the committee to meet our top high officers. 

Mr. Chairman and honorable members, meet our senior vice com- 
mander, James W. Cothran, of Bishopville, S.C. | Applause. ] 

Our junior vice commander in chief, Wayne Richards, of Arkansas 
City, Kans. | Applause. | 

And some place around here, Mr. Chairman, is our adjutant gen- 
eral, Julian Dickenson, of Kansas City, Mo. {| Applause. | 

Our quartermaster general, Robert B. Handy, of Kansas City, Mo. 
| Applause. | 

Then we have two or three past commanders in chief here. I hope 
I have them all. 

Charles C. Ralls, of Seattle, Wash., commander in chief last year. 
[ Applause. | 

Ray H. Brannamon, of Denver, Colo., past national commander in 
chief. | Applause. | 

And, from the Empire State of New York, Mr. Clyde A. Lewis, 
past commander in chief, of Plattsburg, N. Y. [| Applause. } 
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From Pittsburgh, Pa., Joseph M. Stack, past national commander 
in chief. [| Applause. | 

And yes, Mr. Chairman, could we have the privilege of presentin 
to the committee our past commander in chief, Gen. Pat Raarnay 
| Applause. | 

The Cuamman. You never had a better commander. 

Mr. Kercnum. And now, Mr. Chairman, with your permission and 
the permission of the committee, I should like to present our com- 
mander in chief, who has a prepared statement, the principal state- 
ment for our organization. So I present, from Reading, Pa., Com- 


mander in Chief Frank C. Hilton. [Applause. ] 


STATEMENT OF FRANK C. HILTON, COMMANDER IN CHIEF, 
VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS, READING, PA. 


Mr. Hivron. Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, we 
always look forward to the annual presentation of our legislative pro- 
gram to this distinguished committee. ‘This vear, while we are fight- 
ing a treacherous enemy in far-away lands in a war the potentialities 
of which we do not know, I believe the matters here considered have 
more than their usual significance. These reasons I shall discuss later. 

First, I should like to thank you, Mr. Chairman and the members 
of the committee, for scheduling this meeting today. This is the time 
of our annual national conference and the only time that our full 
leadership is in Washington. Many of them may never again and, 
except for your courtesy and consideration, would not now have an 
opportunity to see this committee in session. The group we have here 
today includes our national oflicers, national council of administration, 
the major national committees, and department commanders from 
nearly every State and Territory. We have a busy itinerary, made up 
before this hearing was scheduled, so it would have been impossible 
for our full group to appear here at any other hour of the day. Again 
IT thank vou, and L also wish to thank the other veterans’ organizations 
for their splendid cooperation in making this possible, 

The membership of this committee has changed ran times since 
it Was organized ws the World War Veterans’ Committee. You, Mr. 
Chairman, as the only remaining member of the original conmittee, 
are well aware of that fact. You also realize that the committee, 


t! ough its mem) of rship ! nus changed, hi: ts ste adfas t! followed con- 
nye Me and progressive lines. IL know you must be proud of the 
fact thi: this comin Ittee, or its pred wessor, is the source of most of 
the fers veterans’ legislation on the statute books today. Iam proud 


that two past soshenta posers rs of the Veterans of Foreign Wars 
have made a substantial contribution to the achievements of this com- 
mittee. T refer to Gen. B. W. (Pat) Kearney, of New York, and my 
fellow Pennsylvanian, James FE. Van Zandt, now of the Armed Services 
Committee. Tam also pleased that the women of America are repre- 
sented on this committee. The gracious lady from Massachusetts 
has a knowledge and understanding of veterans’ problems that is well 
known, and we are pleased to have Mrs. Kee join her as a new member. 

One fact I want to stress to the committee today is that, above all 
else, we are Americans. Our greatest concern and primary ol jective 
is the security of the United States and the preservation of the Ameri- 
can way of life. Our national legislative committee has considered the 
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approximately 400 resolutions adopted by our last national encamp- 
ment and officially established as our No. 1 objective those dealing with 
national security and the defense of this Nation against foreign and 
internal enemies. 

One factor which I believe gives added significance to the legisla- 
tive programs of the major veterans’ organizations for the ensuing 
year is the growing tendency in some quarters to place benefits to the 
non-service-connected disabled in the same category with the nonvet- 
eran population. We, of course, do not oppose the extension of 
benefits to the nonveteran population through various industrial 
pension plans and through Federal social-security legislation. 
We shall, however, vigorously oppose efforts to deny benetits 
to non-service-disabled veterans for the mere reason that their 
disability is not proven to occur during the period of service to 
their country. The theory that the veteran and the nonveteran 
should now be treated on an equal basis is utterly absurd for 
the simple and obvious reason that they were not treated on an 
equal basis in time of ‘war. If equality of treatment is to be the 
criterion, then the equality should commence at wartime and not after 
the sacrifices of the veterans have already been made. We believe in 
equality, Mr. Chairman, and that is the very reason for our veteran 
pension program. ‘The sacrifices, hardships, social and economic dis- 
location, and losses suffered by these veterans in the service of their 
country can only be equalized with the benefits and high wages re- 
ceived by the nonveteran population during this same period of time 
by special consideration to those who are disabled and unable to care 
for themselves and loved ones. We remember very well, Mr. Chair- 
man, that in time of war the public almost universally re peated the 
phrase, “Nothing is good enough for the boys in the servi ice. ” Neo 
sooner is the war over, however, than we find that is exactly what some 
meant—nothing. 

I am gratified, Mr. Chairman, when I review the work of this com- 
mittee during the first session of the Eighty-second Congress and the 
2S separate bills favorably reported to the House of Representatives. 
Tam disturbed, however, by the fact that 14 of these bills are stalled in 
the Senate. This vividly brings to light the desperate need for 
standing committee on veterans’ affairs on the Senate side of the Con- 
gress. While this ts not a matter that comes within the jurisdiction 
of your committee, it is a matter of concern to us all, for it is the prin- 
cipal factor that frustrates and defeats much of the able work of this 
committee. When we obtain a standing committee on the Senate side 
of the Congress, expression will be given to much of your work that 
is now in vain, and the accomplishments and endeavors of this com- 
mittee will receive even greater recognition. 

I wish to express our appreciation, Mr. Chairman, for the prompt 
action of the Congress last May in the enactment of Senate Joint 
Resolution 72, which became Public Law 28 and extended certain 
benefits to veterans of the Korean war. I am sorry, however, that 
there has not been greater publicity to this commendable act of the 
Congress and that the public generally does not seem to realize that the 
Congress has already extended most veterans’ benefits to this large 
and deserving group. 

We are also pleased that this committee is taking such prompt ae- 
tion to extend educational and training and home-loan benefits to these 
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veterans. This legislation has our full support and is one of our 
primary objectives in the field of veterans’ legislation. I know the 
problem will receive your fair and impartial consideration; and, 
though there may be some slight disagreement among us as to details 
of the program, I take great satisfaction from the knowledge that we 
all have the same objective, to write the most equitable, workable, and 
fairest piece of legislation possible. With this common objective, 
there is no doubt in my mind that the legislation in this field to come 
from this session of the Congress will be a real benefit to the men who 
are now fighting in Korea. 

The Veterans of Foreign Wars is alarmed about the continuous and 
steady decline in compensation and pension rates, a decline which 
comes from the persistent reduction in the purchasing power of the 
dollar, This reduction in purchasing power is just as injurious to 
our veterans as an actual reduction in dollar payments. According 
to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, on December 15. 1951, the cost-of 
living index hit an all-time high of IS8.1. This represented a cost-of- 
living increase of 11.1 percent between June 1950 and December 1951. 
lL am sure the committee recalls that compensation rates have not 
been Increased since the S.7 percent eranted Ivy the Kighty first Con 
gress and that the present pension rates were established m= 1946, 
This question received the study and consideration of this committee 
when hearings were held in the first session on TL R. 4504. 1 also 
recognize that H. lt. Pot, as re ported I the committee, represented 
a compromise between what was considered a fair and equitable in- 
crease and what was considered possible of legislative accomplish 
ment. While we recognize that crreumstances frequently require jus 
tice to COM protiise with reality. If cannot refrain from saving that 
the increases provided in FL. R. 4594 are tragically madequate and fall 
far short of the lewislative aims of the Veterans of Foreign Wars. 
‘| hrouwhowut our society i dl our economy, the wages of labor and the 
pl ices ot inelustry are illowed to increase, While this condition CoOrn- 
tinues, we must protest tving payinents to our sick and disabled Vet 
erans, their dependents, and orphans to an unrealistic and nonenist 
ent dollar valuation. While we appreciate the fine inpartiality with 
which the committee considered this troublesome problemi in the first 
session, we believe that the continuation of the increase in liv ing costs 
since that time justifies a further upward revision of the rates pro- 
vided in H. R. 4594. 

Other important objectives of our legislative program have already 
received the consideration of this committee in either the present or 
the first session of this Congress. Hlowever, a bill now identified as 
H. R. 308 has long been a legislative objective of the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars. This bill grants pension benefits comparable to those 
of the Spanish-American War to persons who served with the United 
States Armed eo in the Moro Province, or in Samar and Leyte 
between July 4, 1902, and January 1, 1914. Only a handful of old 
veterans are affected, and T hope that this bill will receive the early 
and favorable consideration of your committee. 

I should like to make specific mention of our appreciation of the 
work of this committee in obtaining House approval for the construe- 
tion of 16,000 additional hospital beds, as provided by TH. R. 313, and 
to leave the thought that a proper consideration for the men now 
fighting in Korea will no doubt soon require consideration of a fur- 
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ther increase in hospital and medical facilities. We recognize that 
House approval of this bill as well as many others passed in the first 
session are due to the painsts aking efforts of this committee and the 
parliamentary skill displayed on the floor of the House by our distin- 
guished chairman, 

In closing, I should like to Su that I hope our organization is and 
will continue to be fair and reasonable in the recommendations they 
make to your committee. PT know that our legislative director, Mr. 
Omar B. Ketchum, ts well known to you all and T shall now turn the 
remainder of our presentation over to Mr. Ketchum so that he may 
offer for the record a more detailed statement of our legislative ob- 
jectives, 

Again, sir, I wish to express my appreciation for this hearing and 
to express the hope that in the future [may have the opportunity to 
become much better acquainted with all of vou. 

The Cuamuman. Thank vou very much, Mr. Hilton. 

L want to say this about the World War I veterans: T want you to 
know that so far as the chairman is concerned they are not forgotten, 
We shall use every Way in the world to take care of them. 

Someone said that if we could corral them all in some foreign coun- 
try we could get them under the Marshall plan. 

[ agree with vou: our policy is to save America for the Americans. 

Mr. Hinrox. Mr. Chairman, I want vou to ‘tenet that vou have the 
love, the respect, ne high regard of veterans all over America for 
your very capable and distinguished ability on the floor, We know 
and they know of your interest in our veterans in this COUnLPY, and we 
appreciate your efforts. 

The Cratman. Let me say another thing, Mr. Commander. We 
are doing everything we can to properly take care of the veterans 
without provoking another economy bill such as we went through in 
1933 when we saw our tubercular men deprived of their compensa- 
tion and their widows and orphans turned ont without a penny. 

Mr. Auuen. I want to compliment the gentleman on his statement 

regarding the effort to Pp Nace war veterans and nonveterans on the same 
basis. We are aware there has been a sentiment in the Nation to do 
that, to subject them all to social security. [do not think this com- 
mittee will ever, ever, ever agree to that. 

Mr. Hinron. Mr. Allen, vou may be sure that the leaders of organ- 
ized veterans are acquainting our members and the rank and tile of 
the veterans throughout the country with the distinguished service 
vour chairman and the committee have given to the veterans, and we 
are sure you know we are cooperating fully in endeavoring to write 
an equitable program. 

Mrs. Rogers. I would like to thank you for this quite comprehensive 
statement. Tam wondering how we can arouse the public to the need 
of all the benefits for the Korean boys? 

Mr. Hinvon. That is very true, Mrs. Rogers. You suggest to us a 
challenge and we will accept it and try to do our best to meet it for 
you. 

The Cuamman. In that connection, may I say that is not the only 
thing the public needs to be awakened to. {| Applause. | 

Mr. Kercnum. I want to complete this in a moment, Mr. Chairman. 
I would like to offer for the record, as recommended by the commander 
in chief, this statement of the 1951-52 legislative objectives of the Vet- 
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erans of Foreign Wars of the United States, subject to the jurisdiction 
of the House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

I would like to offer that for the record. 

The Cuairman. It will be received. 

Mr. Kereuum. And I would like to comment on some of the fine 
things the chairman has said about this committee. I think you all 
know and understand my affection and esteem for this committee over 
the years, and I did not want to leave here without an opportunity of 
saving that. : 

We had hoped, Mr. Chairman, that it might be possible to get a pic- 
ture and I think you can appreciate what we are up against with such 
a large number present. If, however, we could get a shot of the com- 
mittee with the commander and other oflicers standing behind you, 
then we would dismiss our group. 

The Ciuamman. That won't take over a minute, Mr. Ketchum. 

Mr. Kerciium. If we can get our photographer now—— 

(Photo of the committee and the officers of the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars was taken.) 

Mr. Hivrox. Mr. Chairman, may I also say to the members of your 
committee that you will find all the major veteran organizations in 
America are going to be united to a man unlike they have ever been 
in this country and we are going to fight shoulder to shoulder for all 
the objectives in which you and your committee are interested, 

The Cuamman. Thank you. 

Mr. Kerenum. Thank you. 

(Statement of 1952-52 legislative objectives is as follows :) 


1951-52 LeGIsLaATIVE OBJECTIVES OF THE VETERANS OF ForeIGN Wars OF THE 
UnNtrep STatTrs, Supsect To THE JURISDICTION oF THE House CoMMITTER ON 
VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 


The following legislative objectives are based on resolutions adopted by the 
1951 National Encampment of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States, 
and recommendations of the VEW national legislative committee. 

lL. Resolution, national legislative committee: To increase the income limita- 
tions applicable to non-service-connected disability and death pension cases from 
the present $1,000 to SL.SO0O for a veteran without dependents, a widow without 
children, or a child, and from 32.500 to S3,000 for a widow with children or a 
veteran with dependents, and to exelude from income national service life insur- 
ance, United States Government life insurance, and commercial insurance pay- 
ments 

~. Resolution, national legislative committee: To extend the educational fea- 
tures of Public Law 346, Seventy-eighth Congress, as amended, to veterans who 
have served, or will have served, after June 27, 1950, with elimination of avoca- 
tional and recreational features. 

3. Resolution 380: Endorsing 1. R. 4947, to grant pension based on age to vet- 
erans aged 65 or older of World War L and subsequent armed hostilities. 

4. Resolutions 346-226: To increase by 25 percent monthly compensation and 
pension rates payable to veterans of World Wars T and II, 

5. Resolution 150: to increase rate of service-connected death compensation 
for widows from S875 to $100 a month, with proportional increase for dependent 
children. 

6. Resolution 148: To increase rate of non-service-connected pension for widows 
from S42 to S60 a month with proportional increase for dependent children. 

7. Resolution 346: To provide that the wartime rate of disability and death 
compensation shall be payable in any case where the veteran served honorably 
during time of war and incurred disability or death during peacetime service, 

S. Resolution 305: To make veterans with 40 percent service-connected disa 
bility eligible for allowances for dependents. 

9 Resolution 72: To provide that veterans having non-service-connected total 
disabilities be granted allowances for dependents, 
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10. Resolution 346; To count reasonable travel time, from place of separation 
to the place to which travel upon separation is authorized, as active service in 
determining eligibility (90 days’ active service) for certain non-service-connected 
pensions and disability benefits. 

11. Resolution 128: To provide for payment of pension for non-service-con- 
nected disabilities which are permanently and totally disabling except in cases 
Where it is proven affirmatively that the disability was willfully acquired. 

12. Resolution 346: To amend provisions authorizing pensions for widows and 
children of certain deceased World War [ veterans to include the widows and 
children of deceased World War Il veterans on the same conditions. 

13. Resolution 346: To extend pensien to widows and children of persons 
whose deaths in service in World Wars Ll and Il were not in line of duty. 

14. Resolution 346: To eliminate eligibility requirements as to dependency for 
payment of pension to certain widows of veterans of the Civil War, Indian wars, 
and Spanish-American War, including the Boxer Rebellion and the Philippine 
Insurrection. 

15. Resolution 48: To provide death pension for widows of Spanish-American 
War veterans with 70 days’ service. 

16. Resolution 346: To liberalize the eligibility requirements for payment of 
pension to children of deceased World War IL veterans by providing that where 
there is no widow the requirement with respect to the existence at time of death 
of a disability due to service shall not apply to any claim filed on behalf of a 
child or children. 

17. Resolution 260: To amend Veterans’ Regulation 1—A, part III, to include 
dependent parents. 

18. Resolution 346: Provide monthly compensation of $210 for persons suffer- 
ing disfigurement as a result of service-incurred disability, but compensation 
for all disabilities shall not exceed $360 monthly. 

19. Resolution 346: Amend Veterans Regulation 1 (a) to provide monthly 
compensation of S240 to veterans with service-incurred disabilities, where the 
person has suffered loss of one hand or one foot and is blind in one eye, having 
only light perception. 

20. Resolution 219: To amend the present disability rating schedule of the 
Veterans’ Administration so that any combination involving the loss or loss of 
use of any two members or the loss or loss of use of a hand or a foot together 
with the loss or loss of use of an eye shall be rated as 100-percent disability 
for compensation and pension purposes, 

21. Resolution 346: To extend the payment of special disability compensa- 
tion by the Veterans’ Administration to those disabled by a service-connected 
total deafness in one ear and increases the special compensation to veterans 
receiving service-connected disability compensation to $42 a month. 

vz. Resolution 70: To provide that a 50-percent degree of disability, not exceed- 
ing the amputation rule, be added to the residual disability in cases involving 
the use of leg, knee. and various back braces. 

25. Resolution 265-346: To provide additional compensation of $42 monthly 
for veterans who, as a result of service-incurred disability, suffer the loss of the 
use of a creative organ. 

24. Resolution 222-346: To provide that for pension purposes any disability, 
10 percent or more in degree, suffered by a former prisoner of war within 5 
years after discharge, shall be deemed service-connected in the absence of 
athrmative contrary evidence. 

25. Resolution 3:6: To amend Veterans’ Regulation 1 (a) to provide that 
active pulmonary tuberculosis; Hodgkin's disease; Inkemina; tumors, malig- 
nant; and diseases of the central nervous system developing a 10-percent degree 
of disability or more within 5 years from the date of separation from active 
service, shall, in the absence of aflirmative evidence to the contrary, de deemed 
to have been incurred in or aggravated by active service. 

26. Resolution 22: To provide that any physical disability, including dental 
disabilities, or any neuropsychiatric or psychiatric to have been found within 
5 vears from date of discharge shall be presumed to have been incurred in service 
unless rebuttable by aflirmative evidence of prior existence. 

27. Resolution 250: To amend Public Law 2, Seventy-ninth Congress, to in- 
clude ulcerative colitis in the presumptive period, as detined by R.& BP. R. 1086 

28. Resolution 227: That in the adjudication of claims under paragraph II, 
extension 4, 1945 schedule, there shall be a presumption, rebuttable by aflirmative 
evidence, that as to X-ray evidence only, unobtainable check X-ray at the time of 
induction was negative as to pathology 
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20. Resolution 316: To provide that the monthly compensation for veterans 
with service-incurred arrested tuberculosis shall not be less than S60. 

30. Resolution 264: To amend Public Law 141, Seventy-third Congress, to 
grant 9 statutory award for arrested tuberculosis to veterans of World War Il 
or peacetime veterans 

Si. Resolution 292: To amend technical bulletin 8-175, to provide that where a 
veteran ‘s hospitalized or diagnosed as having active pulmonary tuberculosis by 
approved methods and the activity of the tuberculosis has been determined, that 
the veteran be accorded benefits under Veterans Regulation Ia, part IIL, without 
regard to the requirement of 6 months’ continuous hospitalization. 

82. Resolution 69: To provide that payment of pension for non-service-con 
nected pulmonary tuberculosis be made retroactive to commencement of G-month 
waiting period 

33. Resolution 394: Seeking legislation to strike out the word “pulmonary” in 
Public Law 575, Fichty-tirst Concress, 

M4. Resolution 248: To amend section 2, Public Law be2. Seventy-eichth Con 
cress, Whereby, for compensation and pension purposes the Administrater of 
Veterans’ Affairs shall be authorized to recognize as valid any illegal marriace, in 
any claim, when it shall be found by the VA that the female applicant continu- 
ously cohabited with the deceased veteran upon whose service and or service- 
connected death claim is based, for a period of 20 years or more up to the time 
of the veteran's death, or that there were 3 or more children born te such female 
claimant as the result of her cohabitation with the deceased veteran 

no. Resolution 7: That where cases of estrangement exist that is net the 
fault of the veteran, some type of court order or some other equitable method be 
required before an appertionment of the veterans compensation can be made by 
the Veterans’ Administration 

36. Resolution 2 To seek relief from the requirements of R. & P. R. 1050, 
paragraph G, and RL & PLR. 2517 se-that where there is no definite evidence ot 





inv prior valid marriage of record, and evidence of a valid marriage between the 
veteran and unremarried widow is submitted, she should not be required to ob- 
tain the information 

7. Resolution 12: Seeking lecislation to provide that where a veteran is a 
miner or incompetent person at time any right accrues to him, the time to make 

laim therefor shall be extended until majerity or restoration toe competency, 
ind for one Vear Chereafter; and where elective date of compensation or pension 
is dependent upon filing claim, such provision shall not apply te miners or tneom 
petents, and said compensation or pension shall be effective from date evidence 
shows the minor or incompetent became entitled to benetits 

38. Resolution 805: To provide that, in these provisions of laws administered 
by the VA which relate to compensation, pension, retirement pay. and subsistence 
illowance, the terms “wife” and “dependent” shall include a dependent husband 
and the term “widow” shall include a widower whenever his condition is such 
that, if his wife were living, he would be dependent upon her for sunpert 

30. Resolution 158: To allow veterans drawing service-connected compensa- 
tion to retain their compensation status and continue to draw such compensation 
after their reentry into the Armed Forces. 

10. Resolution 346: To change the name of the Army and Navy Medal of 
Honor Roll to the Army and Navy Medal Roll and amend provisions relating 
to pensions for persons enrolled thereon (U, S.C. 58, 301-394). Persons 50 
years old who served in the United States Armed Forces, who were awarded 
the Congressional Medal of Honor, Distinguished Service Cross, or Navy Cross 
for individual acts of heroism and have been honorably separated from the 
service shall be entered on such roll, 

#1. Resolution 303: To extend an active wartime service status to cadets 
and midshipmen who served at the service academies during World War IL and 
Spanish-American War periods, 

#2. Resolution 347: To oppose any plan which would directly or indirectly 
transfer the hospital and medical services of the Veterans’ Administration to a 
United Medical Administration or to any other Federal agency. 

8. Resolutions 99, 252, 350: Direct the Administrator of Veterans’ Affairs to 
construct additional facilities to provide approximately 16,000 additional hos- 
pital beds previously approved by the President, authorization for which was 
dropped in the budget estimates for fiscal year 1950. Directs the Veterans’ 
Administration to include in its program such abandoned Army and Navy hos- 
pitals as it is possible to utilize. 
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44. Resolution 255: To provide that veterans in receipt of total permanent 
disability pension (pt. IIL) who have chronic diseases and in need of medica- 
tion and treatment be granted out-patient treatment, and that veterans suffering 
from non-service-connected disabilities who are to receive treatment upon ad- 
vice of the VA on an out-patient basis, receive such treatment at Government 
expense. 

45. Resolution 303: To redetine the eligibility requirements for appointment 
of pharmacists in the Department of Medicine and Surgery of the Veterans’ 
Administration. 

46. Resolution $50: Make chiropractors eligible for appointment in the De- 
partment of Medicine and Surgery of the Veterans’ Administration. 

47. Resolution 354: Seek legislation providing for an unlimited secondary 
market for 4-percent veterans’ home loans in the Federal National Mortgave 
Assoviation, or in a federally chartered mortgage company the capital of which 
is subscribed in whole or in part by private sources, 

#8. Resolution 415: Endorsing legislation which would permit the investment 
of the national service life insurance trust fund in VA-guaranteed home mort- 
gages, as a secondary market for GL loans made through private lenders. 

iW. Resolution S95: To amend the National Service Life Insurance Act so 
as to permit the increase of disability income for World War IL veterans from 
the present limit of S50 per month when carried on a $10,000 national service life 
insurance policy to S100 per month. The disability income could range between 
SS and SiOO monthly, depending on the premium paid and the principal amount 
of insurance carried by the insured. 

oO. Resolution 230: That if a veteran has been declared permanent and total 
for insurance purposes for an appreciable number of years and has attained 
the age of 60 vears, he shall be presumed to have remained so disabled for 
insurance purposes and no longer subject to automatic review by the Veterans’ 
Administration to determine whether he has regained his ability to follow a 
substantially gainful occupation. 

D1. Resolution O51: Prevides for a study by the War Claims Commission and 
the Administrator of Veterans’ Affairs of the mental amd playsieal «fects of 
malnutrition and starvation suffered by prisoners of war and civilian internees 
during World War II. 

The Ciainan. L now recognize the distinguished gentleman from 
Arkansas, Congressman Favs. 

Congressman Hays. ‘Thank vou, Mr. Chairman. 


STATEMENT OF HON. BROOKS HAYS, A REPRESENTATIVE IN 
CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF ARKANSAS 


Mr. Hays. Mr. Chairman, T appreciate very much the privilege of 
appearme before the committee today to introduce one of ihe host 
distinguished citizens of my State and aman honored by the veterans’ 
organization in a miost unusual way. 

I would like to tell the committee a little bit about this man’s his 
tory and background. He has a most unusual war record. He was 
in the Reeular Army, enjoved peacetime service for 4 vears before 
the outbreak of the Second World War. He went over with the Sup- 
ply Corps: was transferred then to the original Rangers and in the 
battles in the Mediterranean and Italy he lost both legs. ; 

He Jay in hospital for 21 months and in that period he helped 
with war-bond drives and various campaigns for the support of our 
troops inthe voluntary agencies oft the war effort. 

Mr. Ewing Mays. the man of whom I speak, is the present national 
commander of the Disabled American Veterans. He is at present a 
member of the staff and the land commissioner in the State of Arkan 
sas. They gave him | vear's leave of absence to work with his great 
organization and, as one of my personal friends and an outstanding 
public servant in our State government, and a distinguished leader in 
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the veterans’ organization, 1 am very happy to present him to this 
committee—my friend, the national commander, Mr. Ewing Mays. 
| Applause. | 

Mr. Mays. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 


STATEMENT OF EWING W. MAYS, NATIONAL COMMANDER, 
DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS, ARKANSAS 


Mr. Mays. Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentlemen of the committee, 
I appear here today as national commander of the Disabled Amer- 
ican Veterans to present our legislative program to your committee. 
I want to express my deep appreciation for this opportunity and to 
let you know I feel it is important for the elected leaders of the major 
veteran groups to meet with you, 

Since its inception, your committee has compiled an enviable record 
in protecting and extending aid to the wartime disabled and to sur- 
vivors of deceased veterans. 

It is my purpose to bring to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 
a résumé of the mandates adopted at our last national convention 
held in Milwaukee, Wis., last year, The DAY, like other veterans’ 
organizations, operates in democratic fashion, Our local chapters 
and departments adopt and forward to the national convention each 
vear recommendations for measures deemed essential as to the well- 
being of the service-connected disabled veteran, his dependents, and 
his survivors. These resolutions are screened by appropriate con- 
vention committees and then either adopted or rejected by the majority 
vote of the delegates there assembled. It then becomes the task of our 
legislative department to bring to the attention of Congress for its 
consideration the mandates which comprise our legislative program. 

The prompt action given to the pressing needs of the disabled 
Korean veteran is recognition by the members of this committee of the 
principle of “first things first.” This precisely conforms to the DAV 
aims and objectives. In enacting Public Law 504, Eighty-first Con- 
vress, as amended by Public Law 170, Eighty-second Congress, the 
vocational training benefits for disabled veterans were extended to 
those in service on and after June 27, 1950. Public Law 2s, Eighty- 
second Congress, which provides medical, hospital, domiciliary care, 
burial benefits, and wartime rates of compensation and pension to 
Korean veterans likewise shows a keen awareness on the part of the 
members of this committee to the needs of the service-connected dis- 
abled. We know that your interest and consideration in these mat- 
ters is sincerely gratifying to the beneficiaries thereof and that this 
aid will be of material assistance in enabling them to rehabilitate and 
readjust themselves to normal civil pursuits. 

We also appreciate the promptness with which you considered and 
acted upon other proposals contained in the DAV’s major legislative 
program. These include such bills as H. R. 4394, providing for an 
increase in disability compensation. This measure is now pending 
before the Senate Finance Committee and we are hopeful that com- 
mittee will take early and favorable action on it. 

Of course, there are other legislative proposals upon which your 
committee has acted favorably and in which the DAV has a deep 
interest. These include the House-passed bill, H. R. 4108, which would 
decrease the eligibility requirements under the Dependency Allow- 
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ance Act from the present 50 percent to 40 percent. While we of the 
DAV desire that dependency allowance apply to all compensated 
veterans, apparently this must be accomplished through a series of 
laws. Therefore, if H. R. 4108 is enacted, we shall subsequently re- 
quest a further liberalization of the eligibility requirements. 

A third House-passed bill, H. R. 316, would establish a mininiwui 
rating for World War II veterans who have arrested tuberculosis. 

Another important measure, House-passed bill, H. R. 4587, is to 
increase annual income limitations governing payment of so-called 
part ILL pension to certain veterans and their survivors. 

Within the past week your committee also acted favorably upon 
measures recommended by mandates from our national convention. 
We are particularly interested in H. R. 5891, providing a further pre- 
sumption of service connection for World War II veterans developing 
a psychosis within 2 years following separation from active duty; and 
H. R.5895, which authorizes an additional $125 million tothe Veterans’ 
Administration for direct home loans. 


VETERANS ADMINISTRATION HOSPITALS 


We of the DAV are convinced that an immediate study should be 
made by your committee of the Veterans’ Administration’s hospital 
program and, more specifically, the personnel procurement system 
presently utilized by the VA's Department of Medicine and Surgery. 
Our organization, particularly members of our Washington staff, are 
prepared to cooperate to the fullest extent if such study 1s undertaken. 
We are constantly met with the assertion that the VA is unable to staff 
new hospitals, or additions to existing hospitals, and if this is true 
it is urgent that this condition be corrected. 

The position of the Disabled American Veterans with regard to the 
hospital program of the Veterans’ Administration has been stated 
again and again. As far as the hospitalization and out-patient treat- 
ment activities for disabled veterans is concerned we have always 
believed and still contend that it is just as much a part of the defense 
effort as the maintenance of the Departments of Medicine and Surgery 
of the Army, Navy, and our Air Corps, 

Call it police action if you will, but as far as the DAV is concerned 
this Nation is at war. Our casualty lists increase. The number of 
our wounded and disabled returning from Korea is running into 
thousands—and to date there is no end. Remember that the cut-hack 
of 1949 contemplated no Korean police action. We felt it was wrong 
then. We now feel it is almost criminal negligence to continue it. 

By way of justifving the cut-back of 16,000 beds in January 1949 
it was contended that there was no need for the original program 
and, too, it was due to the inability of the Veterans’ Administration to 
staff its present hospitals. We don’t hear so much about there being 
no need for those beds today. We continue to hear about the in- 
ability of the Veterans’ Administration to adequately staff hospitals 
already erected. The Administrator’s report for 1951 makes the bare 
statement that * ip range ot 40 percent of the unused bed capacity 
was unavailable because of shortages in personnel.” Does this mean 
that the Veterans’ Administration has not been able to secure and hold 
suflicient medical personnel to fully staff these hospitals, or are they 
under orders to justify the original cut-back by not staffing these 


hospitals 
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Despite an increase of more than 3.500 operating beds in Veterans’ 
Administration hospitals since the Korean War started, the total 
number of VA doctors and nurses has remained almost the same during 
this period. 

The following table, extracted from the Administrator of Veterans’ 
Administration hospitals since the Korean War started, the total 
number of VA doctors and nurses has remained almost the same during 
this period, 

The following table, extracted from the Administrator of Veterans’ 
Affairs 1951 annual report, has particular significance with respect to 
the losses of professional medical pet rsonnel during this period. I 
will not take the time of the committee to read these statistics, but 
invite your attention to them at your convenience. The table follows: 


Staff June 30, 1950 June 30, 1951 

Physicians, total 7, 232 7.013 
Full-time 3, OUT 4014 
Regular part-time a0 USS 
Residents and intert 2, 251 2,001 
Dentists, total Ys 0S 
Full-time “24 40s 
Regular part-time 9 M 
Nurses, total 13, 336 13, S08 
Full-time 13, 258 13, 734 

7s ov 


Regular part-time 


I might add that during this period there have beeu 15 new Veterans’ 
Administration hospitals put into operation. 

We know there are hundreds of nurses who have made application 
and are available for employment by the Veterans’ Administration. 
We also know that of some S82 doctors recruited by the Veterans’ 
Administration since just before the Korean incident some 187 have 
heen called into military service. We think this is too high. Even 
the President’s Committee on Veterans’ Medical Services make the 
following recommendation: 

It is vital that a coordinated program of medical enre for sick and wounded 
service men and wemen be accomplished by the Department of Defense and 
Veterans’ Administration if we are adequately to utilize the excellent Veterans’ 
Administration medical system to its capacity. 

Many deferments from active military duty have been requested by 
the Veterans’ Administration. Where granted, they have been for 
a limited period and have not corrected the situation. 

There have been some 548 resignations of doctors in the past 18 
months. Most of these 348 doctors have resigned giving economic 
rersons as the cause. Does this mean these doctors were dissatis- 
fied with the salary received from the Veterans’ Administration service 
at their convenience and not at the convenience of the Government. 
Undoubtedly, the Veterans’ Administration has been very particular 
i ae nen on ‘tors and other medical personnel. We cannot quarrel 
with that, but we must insist that, if they are to continue to accept only 
the cream of thee ‘Top. they also be authorized to pay salaries commen- 
surate with what private practice, private industry, and the military 
offers these same trained professional personnel. 
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I would like to bring in a statement along there. a 

Since September 1, I have been through 55 Veterans’ Administra- 
tion hospitals. I would say approximately 79 percent of these hospi- 
tals are understaffed. I ran into a little problem in Texas. One VA 
hospital there was understaffed and one doctor was taking care of the 
medical treatment for 90 patients. He lost one to the military service 
and was losing four more this past month. The one across the street 
to the air base which he had helped originally when they set up © .e 
staff for that hospital. ‘The situation there was unfair as far as I 
could see it—35 patients and 17 doctors. 

I made another survey in another air base—3587 patients and 17) 
doctors. It does not seem right. We feel it is just as necessary to 
continue the medical treatment for these boys who are still sutfering 
from treatment of war as those who are still fighting. 

The Cnamman. There is one question I would like to bring to your 
attention in connection with these veterans’ organizations. 

Mr. Mays. Yes, Mr. Chairman. 

The Cuamman. And that is the question of a man’s disability being 
declared permanent after it has lasted over a certain number of vears— 
10 or 15 years—and then let him have that compensation on a pension 
status, we would say. You would save hundreds of millions in admin- 
istration in years to come and, at the same time, it would be much more 
satisfactory to the disabled veterans who never know but that someone 
will boll-weevil into his record and ask whether his leg was shot off 
or run over in an automobile accident. 

Mr. Mays. Yes, sir. 

The CuatrmMan. So it seems to me where a veteran has been declared 
disabled for a certain extent—10, 15, or 20 years—it should be made 
permanent and not permit bureaucrats to boll-weevil through his files 
and have the veteran continuously on edge. T hope vou will take that 
under consideration, you and the other representatives. 

Mr. Mays. Thank you very much. We realize that. Statie physi- 
eal disabilities would not come in this category, but the tubercular and 
neuropsychiatric cases certainly would. 

The Caiman. That is right. 

Mr. Mays. Our organization is made up of men and women who 
have defended this country in time of war. We as a group and as 
individuals, are behind the defense effort, to a man. We insist. how- 
ever. that when this Government assumes control and responsibility 
for the airman, soldier, sailor, or marine, at the time of his enlist- 
ment or induction into the military service, that responsibility does 
not end with a medical discharge because the service man or woman 
has been rendered unfit for military duty. The Government's re- 
sponsibility extends far beyond that. Necessary hospitalization and 
treatment administered by the Veterans’ Administration is just an- 
other part of the disabled man’s military service. ‘The Veterans’ Ad- 
ministration must be considered a very important part of our vast 
defense program. 

We are confident that there will be found no shortage of medical 
personnel if there is a real effort made to staff these hospitals. We are 
so confident that we urge a congressional study be made as to the 
manner and methods now used to secure this personnel. Everywhere 
I hear remarks that the Veterans’ Administration is not trying to 

94833523 
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staff their hospitals. ‘Too often do [ hear the charge that the Vet- 
erans’ Administration officials are working in collusion with forces 
who do not want to advance the medical and hospital program of the 
Veterans’ Administration. A congressional study by fair and un- 
biased men is the only wav toc lear this fog of suspic ion and doubt 
by getting at the real truth of a situation becoming more grave, 


HOOVER COMMISSION 


The position of the Disabled American Veterans in opposition to 
the recommendations of the Hoover Commission which would have 
an adverse effect on veterans’ benefits was reaflirmed at our last national 
convention, Our opposition to these recommendations is based upon 
experience acquired over a period of more than 30 years in serving the 
serv ce-connected wartime disabled. If and when this committee 
ho.ds hearings on the bills which have been referred to it for considera- 
tion, we would, at that time, like to ria the opportunity to voice 
specifi: obvections thereto. Briefly stoted, however, it is our posi- 
tion em the enactment of these esc a into law would bring neither 
economy nor eficieney in the administration of the many laws under 
the jurisdiction of the Veterans’ Administration. On the contrary, 
it is our firm conviction that nothing short of disorder and chaos 
would follow the enactment of the drastic proposals contained in the 
Hoover Commission reports insofar as the administration of veterans’ 
benefits is concerned, 

Strong pressures and active forces are endeavoring to dismember 
the Veterans’ Administration which has been created by Congress, 
step by step, over a long period of vears, and in many mstances fol- 
lowing the advice and recommendations of the major veterans’ or- 
eanizations. It is sincerely hoped that the members of this commit- 
tee will not take anv action to destroy the effectiveness of this agency 
which has been established to serve the veterans of this Nation’s wars. 


JUDICIAL REVIEW 


At the present tite there Is pending before this committee several 
bills to provide dissatisfied veterans with a review of their claims 
Ly an independent court or board, separate and distinet from the 
Veterans Administration. The DAV endorses the establishment 
of such an appellate procedure, 

In my tour about the country since T have been a national officer 
of the Disabled American Veterans, hundreds of cases have been 
brought to my attention wherein apparently bona fide claims have 
heen denied by the Board of Veterans’ Appeals. As vou know, under 
present laws, this decision is final and conclusive. We feel that this 
isa discrimination against the veteran. The most hardened criminal! 
seeking entry into this country ts entitled to a hearing, and if dis 
satisfied with the decision of the immigration authorities, can appeal 
to the Federal courts. Even admitted Communists and subversives 
have recourse to a fair and impartial hearing before our courts. 
However, the honorably discharged American veteran enjoys no such 
right to eur courts when he receives an unfavorable decision on his 
claim. We sincerely urge this committee to hold hearings on the 
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bills which would establish a court or board, independent of the 
Veterans’ Administration, to review claims of veterans aggrieved by 
decisions of the Board of Veterans’ Appeals. 


CONCLUSION 


Again, please let me express my appreciation and that of our organi- 
7ation, ie the privilege of presenting our views and recommendations. 
I want to submit a statement, Mr. Chairman, for the record giving 
a list of our legislative recommendations that will be submitted to 


the committee. 
The Crhatrman. The committee will be glad to receive it. 
(Statement referred to follows:) 


SUPPLEMENTARY STATEMENT OF EWING W. Mays, NaTionaL Com MANDER, DIsantrp 
AMERICANS VETERANS 


Following is a list of DAV resolutions adopted or reaffirmed at the 1951 
National Convention of the Disabled American Veterans held in Milwaukee, Wis.. 
August 13-17, 1951, together with House bill numbers referred to the [louse 
Veterans’ Affairs Committee, which Carry out in their entirety or in part the 
resolutions referred to: 

Rehabilitation resolution No. 10: Request that the dependency allowances be 
granted to all service-connected cases rated 10> percent or mere. TH Ro 1075 
by Mr. Rankin, 

Rehabilitation resolution No. 30: Request 3-year presumptive period after 
separation from service for certain chronic and tropical diseases. HL Ro 306 
by Mr. Rankin. 

Rehabilitation resolution No. 33: Request legislation to provide a presumption 
of service connection for any disability becoming manifested to a degree of 10 
percent or more by former prisoners of war within O vears following separation 
H.R. 2120 by Mr. Kearney. 

Rehabilitation resolution Noo 30: Request an amendment to Public Law 575, 
hizhty-tirst Congress, granting a presumption of service connection te all vet 
erans With arrested or inaetive tuberculosis. TL Ro. 3816 by Mr. Rankin, passed 
Tlotine 

Rehabilitation resolution No. 53: Request a straight 15 percent across-the 
board increase in all rates of compensation, pensions, disability allowances and 
special monthiv allowanees, including pensions and compensations payable to 
Widows and orphans. TLR. 4004 by Mr. Rankin, passed House 

Rehabilitation resolution No. T22: Request legislation to equalize benefits 
between World War Land World War ID widows and orphans. EE Ro OS 
Rehabilitation resolution No. 125: Request legislation to amend Public Law 
23, Pighty-second Congress to permit veterans of World War T and World War 
Ifa S-year period within which to reinstate or convert their United State Gov 
ernminent life insurance or national service life insurance 

Rehabilitation resolution No. 150: Request legislation authorizing the 100 per 
cent rating for all veterans effective the date of entry into a VA hospital for 
treatment of service-connected disability. 

tehabilitation resolution No. 161: Request legislation to provide chiropractic 
services by Veterans’ Administration facilities. IL R. 136s by Mr. Magee 

Rehabilitation resolution No, 162: Request legislation to authorize dependency 
ullowsanece payments from the date of a rating of 50 percent or more 

Rehabilitation resolution No. 165: Request legislation to muke policies of 
United States Government life insurance — national se rvice life insurance in 
contestable for fraud where the policy has been in force for 2 vears or more 

Rehabilitation resolution No. 180: Request legislation to repeal the order of 
the Adiinistrator of Veterans’ Affairs to consolidate, recentralize, or abolish 
district offices Cappropriations committee). 

Rehabilitation resolution No. 205: Request legislation authorizing appoint 
ment of a committee to make a study and report on the 1945 rating schedule. 

Rehabilitation resolution No, 204: Request legislation to provide a 3-year pre 
sumptive period for organic neurological disabilities for World War II veterans 
and Korean veterans. HE Ro 2a, by Mr. Allen, of Louisiana 


” 
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Rehabilitation resolution No. 216: Request legislation to provide a minimum 
10 percent rating for all veterans of World War II who were prisoners of war 
for 1 year or more. H. R. 2120, by Mr. Kearney. 

Rehabilitation resolution No, 232: Request legislation to provide a service-con- 
nected death pension to the widows of veterans who die from causes not inci- 
dental to their military service, but who have a service-connected disability. 

Rehabilitation resolution No. 259: Request legislation to grant an additional 
$5,000 to the beneficiaries of World War IL veterans who were eligible for gratui- 
tous insurance in the amount of $5,000, 

Rehabilitation resolution No. 260: Request legislation to increase the present 
burial allowance for a deceased veteran from S150 to $250. 

Rehabilitation resolution No, 261: Request legislation to provide a statutory 
award in the amount of 860 per month for World War IL veterans or veterans 
of the Korean contlict with service-connected arrested tuberculosis. Tl. R. 316, 


by Mr. Rankin. 
Rehabilitation resolution No, 262: Request legislation to provide for the con- 
tinuance of total disability payments under the USGLI policies in cases where 


the insured is unable to obtain employment. 
Rehabilitation resolution No, 263: Request the enactment of legislation to pro- 


vide a pension to dependent parents of a service-connected disabled veteran who 


dies from non-service-connected causes, 

Rehabilitation resolution No. 264: Request legislation to amend Public Law 182 
te grant additional monthly compensation to veterans having a service-connected 
loss, or loss of use of, one limb and one eve. 

Mr. Serincer. Mr. Mays, in the discussion of the Hoover report 
there has been a lot said, not only in my district, but throughout the 
country in the November term and this term I had a chance to meet 
with the Hoover report group in my city. Would you be so kind 
to point out the specific objections | you have to the Hoover report so 
far as they apply to the Veterans’ Ndminist ration 

Mr. Mays. You mean each specific one of them 4 

One of our major objections to the Hoover report is the one that 
would do away with the Veterans’ Administration and place the 
problems of the veterans into social security. We believe the iden- 
tiity of the Veterans’ Administration and the services rendered to the 
veteran, especially the disabled veteran should be maintained. These 
are our serious objec tions. 

Mr. Srerincer. Did I understand you to say that Hoover would 
banish the Veterans’ Administration altogether? 

Mr. Mays. Yes. 

Mr. Hogan. It is one of the aspects of the problem of the veteran. 
It would convey to the American public that all the millions that have 
Leen spent on the rehabilitation and vocational rehabilitation of the 
wartime veterans have been concentrated on the disabled veteran, 
Those statements are half-truths when they indicate to the American 
public that these billions are being spent on the disabled veteran, 

Mr. Serincer. And now then, transfer to social security. 

Mr. Mays. We submitted a report last year and I would appreciate 
the opportunity of submitting to this committee and listing our ob- 
jections to the Hoover report. 

Mr. Sprincer. As of last year. 

Mr. Devereux. I would like to know them. There will be a time 
this year when that will be discussed. At the present time the record 
shows we are at zero as to holding hearings on such things. I would 
be happy to be informed as to what your objections were then we 
could go into that and inquire. 

What is the position of the Disabled American Veterans with refer- 
ence to the Hoover reports. Do you feel your position strong enough ? 
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Are you able to have the Hoover report brought before this committee 
for a hearing ¢ 

Mr. Mays. We only object to the portions which will virtually 
affect the wartime disabled veterans. That is the only part of their 
report that we have objections to at any time, 

Mr. Devereux. You feel your position is strong enough that. it 
would stand up under hearing ? 

Mr. Mays. Yes. Definitely. 

Mr. Devereux. And therefore you would have no objection to hav- 
ing the proponents of the Hoover recommendations come in and pre- 
sent their views? 

Mr. Mays. We would welcome that opportunity. 

Mr. Devereux. May I ask a question of the commander. | realize 
this whole thing on doctors and VA hospitals needs consideration. 
Would you and your organization be kind enough to bring out spe- 
cific instances that you noticed in Texas to the attention of someone 
on the committee and we can possibly call for an explanation of some 
of these things. 

Mr. Mays. Certainly, certainly. We can submit that. 

The Cuamman. If the commander desires to do so, he may extend 
his remarks. 

Mr. Hogan. We can extend the remarks. 

Mr. Mays. Yes. We will be glad to. We feel the situation is un- 
fair and, as I have stated in the report, it is just as much an obligation 
of the Government to continue maintaining treatment for these men 
who have suffered disability in time of war as it is to render medical 
treatment for those men who have to be prepared for war. We can 
give you some statistics where VA hospitals are understaffed and 
service hospitals overstaffed. 

Mr. Hogan. By direction of the national commander I can take 
our 225 national service overseers in all the regional services oflices 
in the United States and bring vou back exact information—factual 
information as to the stafling of military hospitals in comparison with 
the stafling of VA hospitals. The VA’s best surgeons and best psy- 
chiatrists have been taken away from them by the military. They 
have not protested very vociferously as we think they should. So, I 
am confident that there are many men high up in VA who would ask 
that the drafting of these doctors be discontinued. 

The Cramman. Thank you very much, Mr. Mays. 

I want to call attention to the fact that we also have present three 
distinguished leaders of your organization—Mr. Hogan, head of the 
Disabled American Veterans rehabilitation office here in Washington. 
Mr. Frank Sullivan and Mr. Foster of the legislative oflice. Please 
stand and let yourselves be seen. 

Mr. Hocan. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mrs. Rogers. [ just want to thank you, Mr. Mays, for vour wonder- 
ful statement. The DAV has always kept its eye on the beam. You 
know we have often passe «] legish: ition over a ve to. 

Mr. Mays. I certainly appreciate that, Mrs. Rogers. 

Mrs. Rogers. You have a very fine assistant in Mr. Sullivan, Mr. 
Hogan, and the others. 

The Crainman. Let me say to the committee that we will only be 
in session this morning until the bell rings at 11:45, for the reason 
there is a very important measure coming up in Congress and it is 
necessary that we be there. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY STATEMENT OF EWING W. MAyYs, NATIONAL COMMANDER OF THB 
DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS, IN RESPONSE TO COMMITTEE MEMBERS’ REQUEST 
FOR THE ORGANIZATION’S OBJECTIONS TO HOOVER COMMISSION RECOMMENDATIONS 
AFFECTING VETERANS 


On February 9, 1950, the Disabled American Veterans issued to the publie 
the results of an exhaustive study made by its national officers concerning 
Hoover Commission proposals for Government reorganization. The findings 
ot the organization were that the Hoover Commission proposals would bring 
neither economy nor efficiency. The DAV's research work included interviews 
with Government officials in agencies which would be affected, a compilation 
of congressional testimony, statements by Congressmen, and written articles 
and speeches, 

“Our objections were valid then, and they are valid now.” stated National 
Commander Ewing W. Mays, of the DAV, and he authorized the submission of 
the results of the study to the House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs in response 
to a request by members thereof, supplementing his oral testimony to the com- 
mittee on February 5, 1952, 

The 1950 study was broken down into five parts. covering each veteran service 
which would be affected by Hoover Commission proposals. These include medi 
cal activities, hospital construction, veteran preference in civil service, Govern- 
ment insurance, and GI home loans, 

The following is a consolidation of these findings by the national officers : 


REGARDING MEDICAL ACTIVITIES 


1. The proposed consolidation of Government hospitals would impede the 
eflicient handling of veterans’ claims for compensation, pension, insurance, 
ard other benefits where a physical examination is necessary. Major benefit 
programs are so dependent and integrated with the medical, hospital, and 
domiciliary-care programs as to preclude their separation from the Veterans’ 
Administration without disastrous effects on the efficient administration of 
veterans’ benefits. 

2 Hoover Commission proposals state that the present VA) hospital-building 
program serves no purpose except to make beds available for non-service con- 
nected cases. Thousands in this category are actually service connected but 
have failed to file a claim or their claim has not yet been adjudicated. Many 
have service-connected disabilities but are suffering from conditions where 
service connection is denied. Failure to treat these causes often results in the 
veteran becoming totally disabled and eligible for a non-service-connected pen- 
sion, which is far more costly than prompt treatment. 

3. Approximately 55 percent of VA hospitalized patients are suffering from 
mental disorders, and 123 percent have tuberculosis. They are indigent or will 
become so in the future and must be cared for by the taxpayer, whether by the 
Federal or State governments, and this care must be furnished whether the 
disability is service connected or not. 

4. Hoover Commission proposals state that the Commission's recommended 
medical program will “reduce the drain of doctors away from private practices.” 
The present VA hospital program has brought about the greatest economy in 
medical manpower of any Government branch furnishing hospitalization, ac- 
cording to Dr. Paul R. Hawley, former Chief Medical Director of the Veterans’ 
Administration and member of the Hoover Commission task force. 

5. Past bitter experiences, when veteran hospitalization was under the Publie : 
Health Service and claims records were handled by the Bureau of War Risk 
Insurance, clearly prove that the same inefficiency would result if the VA handled 
the files and the proposed medical administration handled examinations and 





hospitalization. ; 
6. It is an elementary principle of the theory of administration that every : 
change involves additional costs because the prevailing pattern must be disrupted. } 
7. Last, but far from least, the proposed merger represents a vigorous stride in F 
the directon of socialized medicine. Full utilization of all Government hospital f 
facilities can easily be accomplished by closer cooperation and a system of liaison ' 
hetween agencies concerned, rather than by the drastic change recommended by ; 
the Hoover Commission. ' 
' 
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REGARDING HOSPITAL CONSTRUCTION 


1. Hoover Commission proposals recommend the transfer of hospital-construc- 
tion activities from the VA to the Department of the Interior. By such transfer 
of authority there would not be the close working relationship required between 
those who construct and those who design to meet the necessary medical 
requirements 

2. Over a period of 20 years the VA has developed highly qualified architect- 
engineers who have, by long experience and intimate knowledge of the program, 
become experts in the design and supervision of new hospitals to meet the needs 
peculiar to the care of veteran patients. Actual construction contracts have al- 
ways been awarded on the basis of competetive bidding by private concerns, with 
the lowest bidder receiving the contract. 

8. Division of the two functions of medical care and construction of hospitals 
between two agencies would breed delays and render impossible placing of 
responsibility. 

4. The Commission's report indicates that the VA would still be required to 
maintain an engineering and architectural staff while the Interior Department 
maintained a full staff to perform similar functions. Needless to say, this 
would not lead to economy nor efficiency. 

+. Testifying before the Senate Committee on Expenditures in the Executive 
Departments some months ago, Lt. Gen. Raymond A. Wheeler, Chief of Enginners, 
Army, Who assists in VA hospital coustruction, said, “It would be neither eco 
nomical nor efficient to equip a new agency to perform the service the Corps of 
Engineers is now performing.” 


REGARDING VETERAN PREFERENCE IN CIVIL SERVICE 


1. The Hoover Commission proposals recommend that the Civil Service Com- 
mission decentralize its examining and recruiting process. This would mean 
that every one of the more than 140 Government agencies conduct its own recruit 
ing and examining programs. Instead of one central examining board doing the 
job with a single stall, each department and ageney would be required to maintain 
a fall-time staff to conduct examinations. This method would require some 2,700 
additional boards and an estimated increase in cost of operation of S40 million 
annually. 

2. The Civil Service Commission would be completely destroyed as a recruiting 
agency. By decentralizing hiring and doing away with numerical rating of ex 
aminations, the way would be wide open for favoritism, political pressure. and 
return to the spoils system 

3. The section of the Commission's report dealing with reduction in force i> se 
filled with generalities that expert authorities in the Civil Service Commission 
themselves have been unable to figure out just how the plan would work. The 
rafting precess for reduction in force, proposed to be handled by a committee of 
examiners, would be entirely inadequate as numerical ratings would also be 
absent in this field. Such a system would breed jealousy, distrust, and ill will 
mong employees and supervisors alike. 

4. Such recommendations, if put into effeet, would require the virtual repeal 
of the Veterans’ Preference Act, thus rendering as impotent all pretection in 
Federal employment now rightfully enjoyed by veterans and their dependents 
Veterans would be given mere “lip service” since there would be no vardstick 
for rating examinations or setting up categories. 


KEGARDING GOVERNMENT INSURANCE 


1. Hoover proposals which recommend transfer of insurance administration 
of a new Government Insurance Corporation fail to mention the tremendous cost 
of supplying the new corporation with a staff for related services such as legal, 
personnel, supply, finance, and indexing. In the present set-up .these services are 
furnished by units serving @l/ of the benefit programs o fthe VA. 
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2. Adoption of this recommendation would mean the creating of a gigantic 
nutonomous agency of the Federal Government. It would mean increased over- 
head and a gradual absorption of further fields. In fact, it may well be called 
progress in the direction of a Nation-wide socialized insurance program. 

3. In all probability premium rates would be increased as insurance trust funds 
become burdened with costs due to deaths resulting from extra hazards of war 
service. Under present legislation Congress annually appropriates funds to 
cover such deaths. There is no guaranty that this will continue in the’ pro- 
posed program. 

REGARDING GI HOME LOANS 


1. Adoption of the Hoover Commission recommendation to relocate veterans’ 
home-loan guaranties in the Housing and Home Finance Agency would further 
divide responsibility for such administration, as the VA would continue to cer 
tify the eligibility of a veteran but would not actually grant the guaranty. Such 
a division of an integrated operation is against all principles of sound business 
practices, The Hoover Commission was strangely silent recarding business loans. 

2 Although the Hoover Commission states that the Vetrans’ Administration is 
inexperioneod in the lending field, recent statistics reveal that veterans of World 
War II have purchased more than 2,500,000 homes and farms with financing 
guaranties provided by the VA of $7,300,000,000. Claims paid by the VA under 
the guaranty for defaulted loans amounted to less than three-tenths of 1 percent 
of the tetal guaranteed. This splendid record certainly does not indicate a lack 
of experience in the lending field. 


DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS, 
Cincinnati, Ohio, February 5, 1952. 
Hon. Joun E. RANKIN, 
Chairman, Veterans’ Affairs Committee, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Mr. RANKIN: Confirming my statement and supplementing my re- 
marks made this date to the House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, I would like 
to refer to conditions [ ran into recently while visiting military and Veterans’ 
Administration hospitals in the Southwest. 

I called on the chief medical oflicer of the VA hospital at Amarillo, Tex., a 
156-bed general medical hospital which was understaffed. The chief medical 
officer was doing the best he could with a full patient load and with but six 
doctors on his staff, as one had resigned, one had been called into the Army 
recently, and he expected to lose another to the military at any time. He had 
sought assistance from the Amarillo Air Force Base—across the street, | would 
say—but was refused even though his own staff had offered assistance and 
rendered service to the air base hospital while it was getting into operation last 
October. Being interested, I visited the air force base hospital and found it in 
full operation with some 35 patients and 17 doctors, 

hater on, while visiting the Barksdale Air Force Base Hospital at Shrevepert, 
lL. . found it with a patient load of 328 and staffed with 179 doctors or medica! 
oflicers, 

These inequities illustrate our point and perhaps justify our belief that a draft 
of IST Veterans’ Administration doctors into the military during the past 1S 
months is too high. 

Sincerely, 
Ewine W. Mays, National Commander. 


STATEMENT OF HON. ROBERT T. SECREST, A REPRESENTATIVE IN 
CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF OHIO 


Mr. Sreresr. Mr. Chairman, 20 years ago when T first came to Con- 
gress [met a young man 18 vears old running an elevator in the Cap- 
itol. This young fellow was from Barberton in Ohio, of which Akron 
isa suburb, as most of vou know. 

He gradually held about every position, T think. there was in this 
Capitol, and all the Members of the House prior to the war will re- 
member him. He was a clerk in the Senate post office and a sergeant 
and the came up to lieutenant on the Capitol Police. the assistant 
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superintendent in the folding room of the House, assistant in the House 
document room, and then tally clerk in 1940 when the vote was taken 
and won by one vote, and tally clerk right after Pearl Harbor for all 
the votes that were cast that day for the war against Italy, Germany. 
and Japan. And shortly after these declarations of war he left his 
position on the Hill and joined the Navy. He served over there > years 
on troop-transport duty as a gunnery officer. 

On returning from service and taking his law degree down here in 
Washington he returned to his home town of Barberton and organized 
a post of AMVETS. He was elected post commander of the State 
and then elected commander. Now he has been elected national com- 
mander of the organization. He has a distinguished war record and a 
distinguished record of service to the Congress itself and a wonderful 
record out in Barberton. 

I am happy to present a fellow with a very unusual name, John 
Smith, commander of the AMVETS. 

The Cuamman. Commander Smith, we are glad to welcome you, 
and we will be glad to hear from you. 

Mr. Savrru. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 


STATEMENT OF JOHN SMITH, NATIONAL COMMANDER OF AMVETS, 
BARBERTON, OHIO 


Mr. Smrru. Mr. Chairman, Mrs. Rogers, Mrs. Kee, and members 
of the committee, AMVETS appreciate the opportunity of appearing 
before you this morning in order that we may present our 1952 legis- 
lative program. 

Before proceeding with our recommendations, AMVETS wish to 
pay tribute to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs for its persever- 
ance in so tediously working out the entire present veterans’ benefit 
program. It has been the accomplishments of this committee that 
have brought veterans’ benefits to their present level. and we in 
AMVETS believe that it will be the constant watchfulness of this 
committee which will prevent any violence to the program of those 
who have borne the brunt of battle in the Nation’s wars. 

Naturally, we in AMVETS have been concerned with the ever 
increasing crescendo of the false economists who are ever ready to 
place their programs into effect at the expense of veterans. Thie 
Hoover Commission and the citizens committee which followed it 
with their high idealistic pirneiples of economy and efficiency in 
government started a trend in veterans’ affairs based on misinforma- 
tion and a misconception of the Nation's obligation to its war veterans. 
‘This trend has now been picked up by another self-appointed savior 
of the national economy called the Committee on Federal Tax Policy. 
Neither of these well-intentioned organizations have recognized that 
veterans’ benefits are a continuing cost of the Nation’s wars. 

AMVETS emphatically state that. although the aims and purposes 
of these groups might be laudable, their solutions to the veterans’ 
problems. if carried out, will in the final analysis wreck the entire 
veterans’ structure which has been carefully built up over the past 
20 vears. AMVETS are sure that the House Committee on Veterans’ 
Affairs will be ever mindful of these false-economy attempts. 

Our program this year on veterans’ affairs is a result of carefully 
studied resolutions at our national convention held in Boston, Mass., 


948338—52 4 
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on September 6. 7, 8, and 9, 1951. These resolutions were recom- 
mended to our delegates by our national service council, which is com- 
posed of men who by their everyday lives come in constant contact 
with veterans’ problems. We in AMVETS therefore feel that our 
resolutions are sound, in line with the national economy, and con- 
sistent with the Government’s obligation to its war veterans. 

AMVETS recommend that the Congress place into effect inmedi- 
utely a GI bill for Korean veterans. We are very glad that the chair- 
man of this committee has already scheduled hearings on this vital 
: ubject. 

AMVETS know that the veterans of Korea are expecting a Gl 
bill, and we know also that by every measuring vardstick they deserve 
a GE bill. We trust that the Congress will make absolutely certain 
that such a desire is translated into law without delay. 

The World War If GI bill has proved to be of immeasurable value. 
It has returned to the cultural structure of this Nation some 8.000.000 
young men and women, all veterans of World War IL, who had their 
education interrupted as a result of their war service. The reasons 
that motivated the passage of the Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of 
144 are still sound. and we believe that they apply to the veterans of 
Korea just as they applied to the veterans of World War IL. 

The AMVET position on a Korean GI bill is that we believe, that 
the veterans of Korea have the right to expect equal, though not neces- 
sarily identical, benefits as those given to World War IT veterans. We 
are aware that there has been some abuse of the GI bill of rights and 
we as good citizens desire that insofar as possible those abuses be cor- 
rected. We ask, however, that the veterans of Korea not be penalized 
for any such abuse. We ask also that the inflationary trend that has 
become existent in education, as in all other forms of our national 
economy, be not attributed and not charged to the veterans of Korea, 
inasmuch as surely it isa trend not caused by them. 

AMVETS are aware of the tremendous work that has been done 
by the Select Committee in the House of Representatives To Investi- 
gate the GL Bill of Rights. We ask that the Congress give careful 
consideration to the findings and the recommendations of this com- 
mittee which has been so ably chairmanned by the Honorable Olin 
Teague, Member of Congress from Texas. As a result of the work 
of the Teague committee, for the first time since the piussage of the 
aetoin 4b the American people will now have an opportunity fo see 
for themselves the merits and the demerits of this. the world’s first 
vrent approach to mass education, 

After a careful study of the Teague committee report, Tam sure 
that the Congress will proceed with dispatch to place into effect any 
adequate readjustment program for these new war veterans. 

\MVETS also ask that the Congress immediately pass legislation 
increasing Compensation for disabled veterans. We are aware that 
the House of Representatives has taken some action to alleviate the 
present economic plight of fixed-income disabled veterans. However, 
we ennnot agree that the action taken by the House has been com- 
plete or correct. We do not agree that there should be a disparity 
between the amount of compensation paid disabled veterans as a result 
of the percentage of their disability. 

To place into effect a bill such as H. R. 4594, already passed by the 
House, would, in our opinion, be a serious blow at the veterans’ com- 
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pensation structure. We ask instead that the veterans’ compensation 
program be tied to the cost-of-living index as established by the De- 
partinent of Labor, fluctuating over a given period of time with that 
index, using the base period of 1939. We believe that in this manner 
a sound and equitable program will be established, making absolutely 
certain at all times that veterans are receiving a justifiable amount of 
recompense for the injuries and diseases they received as a result of 
their service in the Armed Forces. Tf such a program were in effect, 
disabled veterans’ compensation would be placed nearer to the average 
national economy level. 

Just recently the Congress saw fit to increase the salaries of Gov- 
ernment employees by a minimum of S300 annually with a maximum 
of S800, "The Congress lias also given active consideration to granting 
salary increases to servicemen. In addition, practically every indus- 
trial concern in the United States has granted or is in the process of 
vranting salary increases based on the increased cost: of living. 
AMVETS feel that the Nation’s disabled veterans and their depend- 
ents are entitled to at least the same consideration which has been 
viven to these other deserving groups. [tis our opinion that no group 
of citizens in this entire Nation have more right to expect expedited 
sympathetic consideration from their elected representatives in Con- 
gress. 

AMVETS believe that veterans who receive compensation through 
statutory awards because of certain severe disabilities should also be 
eligible for an increase in compensation, These seriously disabled 
veterans have received no increase since 146. When the Congress 
granted a nominal increase in compensation in LH49. it failed to include 
this deserving group. “The bill which has already passed the House 
of Representatives and which is now pending in the Senate Finance 
Committee follows the same course. We therefore, Mr. Chairman, 
ond members of the committee, ask that the House reconsider its 
setion and take steps to rectify this situation. 

At our national convention in Boston, the AMVETS National Med- 
ical-Service Council gave extensive consideration to the Veterans’ Ad- 
Hiinistration medical program. We were extremely concerned with 
the Veterans” Administration medical situation which resulted in an 
investigation by the Senate Labor and Public Welfare Committee. 
That investigation proved to us beyond a shadow of a doubt that the 
veterans’ medical program was in need of considerable revamping with 
authority being properly allocated in order that veterans might con- 
tinue to receive the “second to none” medical care which has been estab- 
lished in the Veterans’ Administration through the Magnuson-Hawley 
theory of medicine. We, therefore, ask that the House Veterans’ 
\ffairs Committee keep a watchful eve on the Veterans’? Administra- 
tion medical program, at all times making certain that continued 
petus is given to this most vital of veterans’ programs, and we also 
ask that legislative action be taken if necessary to carry out this 


request, 

In further consideration of the Veterans’ Administration medical 
program, we in AMVETS have with alarm noted the existence of 
10,000 empty beds in Veterans’ Administration hospitals. ‘This lack 
of filled beds can be attributed to the shortage of trained personne] 
to adequately staff them. Certainly, there is no shortage of veterans 
requiring medical care. ‘There is a bill which has been reported by 








S86 1952 LEGISLATIVE PROGRAMS OF VETERANS’ ORGANIZATIONS 


the Senate Labor and Public Welfare Committee which we are ex- 
tremely hopeful will be passed by the Senate during this session. 
If this bill, S. 337, comes before the House, we hope that it will be 
given favorable consideration. We believe it will alleviate to a con- 
siderable degree, the extensive shortage of medically trained personne] 
in this country and thereby contribute to a more effective Veterans’ 
Administration medical program, not only at present, but more 
important, in the future. 

To further establish a good medical program, our convention dele- 
gates expressed a particular desire to have Veterans’ Administration 
hospitals constructed near established medical centers. In conjunction 
with this activity, they also suggested that the Veterans’ Administra- 
tion utilize a system of intermediate feeder hospitals as proposed by 
Mr. Howard Rusk in his report to the President on Federal Medical 
Services. 

AMVETS ask that World War IL widows’ pensions be placed on a 
comparative level with those given to widows of World War I. We be- 
lieve that there is no difference between the economic difficulties of 
widows of any war. We are aware that the widows’ pension bill for 
World War T veterans was not passed until 1944 and we are aware 
that this argument is given when we ask that legislation be passed to 
place this recommendation into effect. However, we do not agree with 
the philosophy that one mistake necessitates the making of another 
mistake and we believe that the fact that it took Congreess so long to 
get around to its obligation of providing some measure of economic 
security to the widows of veterans of World War I, should not stand 
in the way of any adequate pension program for widows of the vet- 
erans of World War If. In this connection AMVETS appreciated 
the recent opportunity granted to us to present our views to a subeom- 
mittee of the House Veterans’ Affairs Committee. 

Regarding the insurance program of veterans, we feel that the Con- 
gress should closely scrutinize the present program of centralization 
of records by the Insurance Division of the Veterans’ Administration 
with an eve to further complete centralization if the facts and cireum- 
stances indicate to you, as they have indicated to us, that economy and 
efficiency will result from such a move. Our position is that insurance 
records should be centralized insofar as possible, with death records 
the only other function of district Veterans’ Administration offices 
heing decentralized to the Veterans’ Administration regional Office 
level where direct contact is made with claimants. 

AMVETS also feel that the Servicemen’s Indemnity Act of 1951 
should be amended to allow veterans a reasonable time to come back 
into national service life insurance program. We also believe that 
service-connected disability should not be a bar to entitlement to Gov- 
ernment insurance. 

AMVETS wish to compliment the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 
and in faet, all the members of the House of Representatives for the 
consideration given to veterans’ legislation during the immediate past 
session of Congress. Many of the House-passed bills are now pending 
before Senate committees. We are unable to estimate whether or not 
these bills will become law due to the nonexistence in the Senate of a 
committee specifically established for the consideration of veterans’ 
problems. We are, therefore, extremely hopeful that there will be 
established within the Senate within this session, a Senate Veterans’ 
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Affairs Committee in order that veterans’ legislation might receive the 
same justifiable consideration in the Senate that it receives before this 
group. 

There are many subjects other than the proposals I have mentioned 
that were covered at our national convention in Boston. We passed 
resolutions concerning income limitations on non-service-connected 
pensions, veterans’ preference in public employment veterans’ employ- 
ment, the War Claims Commissioner, general veterans’ benefits, 
and other vital issues of the day. We are ready to present testimony 
on these related subjects at the call of the chairman of this group, 
or at the call of the chairman of other congressional committees. 

In addition to the testimony presented here, AMVETS would ap- 
preciate the opportunity of inserting for the record our entire L)sz 
program: covering every phase of our recommendations on veterans’ 
programs and national issues. 

In closing, I must bring to your attention, convention resolution 
No. 55 which explains the position of AMVETS concerning the 
present Administrator of Veterans’ Affairs. The delegates to our 
convention, after careful committee consideration and calm diliberate 
convention floor action, passed this resolution which calls upon the 
President of the United States to replace the present Administrator 
with a competent veteran of World War IT who will surround himself 
with capable assistants thus assuring that the great congressionally 
mandated veterans’ program will continue to be a credit to the Nation. 

Our action was based on our knowledge that under the present Ad- 
ministrator, the Veterans’ Administration has become the most in- 
vestigated agency in the Federal Government as witnessed by the 
Veterans’ Administration Insurance Division investigation by the 
House Committee on Expenditures in the Executive Department, as 
witnessed by the Senate investigation of the Veterans’ Administration 
medical program and as witnessed by the House investigation of the 
GI bill of rights. 

In our opinion, these investigations resulted from faulty adminis- 
tration, thereby bringing the veteran population into widespread 
public disrepute. 

Because of these situations, AMVETS, in spite of our historical 
policy of never demanding the replacement of public officials, feel 
that our action was the only action possible in view of our deep con- 
vietion that the Veterans’ Administration program demands and re- 
quires expert administration. 

The recommendations given herein concerning veterans’ benefits 
constitute priority proposals of AMVETS for the vear 1952. We 
sincerely hope that the Congress will give extensive consideration to 
our recommendations and we trust that they will be placed into effect 
as Soon as possible. 

Once again, as the national conmiander of the only World War IT 
veterans organization chartered by Congress, I express my deep ap- 
preciation for being allowed to appear before you this morning for 
the purpose of presenting our program. . 

AMVETS are extremely gratified at the work this committee has 
done in the past in building up the veterans’ program to its present 
level and we are confident that through your continued efforts, it will 
continue to be a credit to our Nation, thereby in the final analysis, re- 
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sulting in the discharge of the Nation's obligation—insofar as that is 
possible—to its war veterans and their dependents. 

Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. 

The Cuatrman. Thank you. 

Mr. Sprincer. I was interested in S. 337 for the training of medical 
doctors. What does that provide. 

Mr. Smirn. I would like to refer this to Mr. Adamy. 

Mr. Apamy. Bill No. 337 provides Federal aid to medical edueca- 
tion. 

Mr. Srrincer. That is what I want to know. 

Mr. Apamy. It provides assistance to a school for the purpose of 
increasing the number of medical graduates from that school. 

Mr. Sperincer. Isn't that the same thing as the Humphrey-Dingle 
bill? 

Mr. Winson, 8.337 is a bill that was reported by the Senate Labor 
(Public Welfare) Committee and objected to by Senator Taft on the 
floor of the Senate as being a good bill but a bill that the country 
could not afford at this time. 

Mr. Srrincer. That is what I wanted to know. 

Mr. Apamy. Mr. Springer. I have never heard this bill referred to 
as Senator Humphrey's bill and I do not believe the medical profes- 
sion is seriously objecting to it. 

(Digest of resolutions and resolutions of AMVETS follow :) 


Dicks? oF RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED AT THE SEVENTH ANNUAL NATIONAL CONVENTION 
or AMVETS, Boston, Mass., Ataustr 30-Sepremper 2, 1950 


Resolution 1: Requests Congress to appropriate sufficient funds to meet rising 
demands for assistance from Farmers Home Administration by veterans and 
honverterans, 

Resolution 2: Urges the Veterans’ Administration to liberally interpret regula- 
tions governing entrance in self-employment phase of farm training after cut-off 
date and allow veterans in such training a reasonable time to secure a farm, 

Resolution 3: Requests establishment of an agriculture program to include 
permanent soil and water conservation practice; creation of new domestic and 
foreign markets by improving merchandising methods for farm products: integra 
tion of our agriculture program with those of other great food producing coun- 
tries; direction of farm labor if necessary. 

Resolution 4: Requests each AMVET State department to appoint a State 
Americanism chairman and notify the national executive director of his name 
and address prior to December 31, 1951. 

Resolution 5: Recommends the printing of an Americanism Handbook for 
distribution to all posts and departments outlining the principles and objectives 
of AMVETS Americanism program. 

Resolution 7: Endorses the idea of imprinting excerpt from the Declaration 
of Independence on dollar bills. 

Resolution 11: Suppert S. 507, a bill to authorize training of airmen to meet 
civil and military needs; and H. R. 1521, a bill to provide for training of civilian 
aireraft pilots, technicians, and mechanics. 

Resolution 12: Resolves that AMVETS do everything possible to reveal the 
persecutions of peoples behind the iron curtain, that the organization assist the 
Government in its struggle against communism and that AMVETS request the 
UN to censure those nations who are subscribers to the Declaration of Rights but 
have violated the provisions of article 1S of these rights. 

Resolution 14: Censures municipalities which deny burial rights to veterans 
because of color, race, or creed. 

Resolution 15: Appeals to employers for fair play in consideration of employ 
ment based on ability rather than color or religion. 

Resolution 16: Commend those branches of the military which have successfully 
abolished segregation and commend the expression of General Ridgway in 
praise of valiant colored troops in Korea. 

Resolution 17: Reaffirms traditional policy of AMVETS on every phase of civil 
rights. 
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Resolution 18: Requests recognition of civil defense as a fourth defense arm 
of our Nation; requests creation of office of Secretary of Civil Defense to serve 
under the Department of Defense; requests restoration of full civil defense 
appropriation. 

Resolution 20: Requests national headquarters of AMVETS to publish an 
operations manual on blood typing for distribution to posts and departments ; 
urges departments and posts to contact local civil defense authorities urging blood 
typing campaigns be conducted. 

Resolution 21: Urges the resident to sign S. 349, pertaining to the down 
payment on GI home loans. 

Resolution 22: Recommends that the interest rate between GI home loans 
and the FHA loans be equalized so there will be no competition between these 
agencies, 

Resolution 23: Recommends continuance of temporary veterans’ housing proj- 
ets where they are still in habitable condition, not requiring large suis for 
maintenance and upkeep. 

Resolution 25: Urges unquestioned recognition of entitlement to receipt of gold- 
stur emblems by mothers and widows of servicemen killed in combat in Korea. 

Resolution 26: Requests State legislatures to recognize that Korean veterans 
should be considered as war veterans to receive benetits of veterans legislation. 

Resolution 27: Requests Congress to classify Korean veterans as war veterans 
for the benefits of veteran legislation. 

Resolution 28: Asks Congress to appropriate funds to perfect detection and 
enforcement facilities in Federal departments whose functions relate to narcotics 
control; requests strengthening of laws relating to punishment of narcotic 
offenders with special emphasis on those who sell to minors; requests appropria- 
tion of funds for suitable hospital facilities for rehabilitation of victims. 

Resolution 29: Urges establishment of national cemeteries to serve veteran 
population needs, 

Resolution 30: Urges that May 30 be recognized by the Congress as the day 
for commemoration of patriotic war dead of all wars. 

Resolution 31: Urges passage of legislation insuring effective control of the 
inflationary spiral. 

Resolution 45: Attached hereto. 

Resolution 46: Reaftirms AMVET membership in World Veterans’ Federation 
provided that the NEC be authorized to revoke such membership in the event 
there should be some action or change in character of the WVF contrary or 
detritrental to the position of AMVETS. 

Resolution 47: Urges establishment of consistent and integrated program for 
procurement and maintenance of reserves 

Resolution 48: Urges establishment of impartial procedure for release of 
reservists who because of dependents, vears of previous service, age or skills have 
fulfilled their duties as reservists. 

Resolutions 1). nO, Hy B 52. meh, D4. Fy oy Attached hereto 

Resolution 56: Urges establishment of a standing Senate Veterans’ Affairs 
Committee, 

Resolution 57: Attached hereto. 


AMVETS ReSoLUTION No. 45, 1991 


1. In reeognition of the critical world conditions, we reiterate our conviction 
that the moral leadership of the United States should be directed toward securing 
world peace in the following Ways : 

(a) While admitting the obvious shortcomings of the United Nations Organiza- 
tion as presently constituted we, the American Veterans of World War Il, ex- 
press our pride, as citizens of a member Nation, in the many accomplishments 
of the UN organization and strongly urge our leaders to work unrelentingly for 
a stronger, more authoritative UN as a means of assuring world peace. In taking 
this stand, we unreservedly condemn all attempts to isolate our Nation from 
its allies. 

(b) We adopt the premise that peace is dependent upon the unity of free 
peoples. Therefore, we urge the United States to promote a union both economic 
and political of the free European nations that will lead toward a United States 
of Europe. We recognize in the good-neighbor policy one of the most important 
facets of strength in the Western Hemisphere. We support stronger ties be- 
tween the American nations. 
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(c) We condemn the hypocrisy of phony “peace plans” but earnestly en- 
courage our leaders to work with the other members of the UN to secure a “cease 
fire’ agreement in Korea, and to exert every effort to reach an honorable agree- 
ment in Korea, and to exert every effort to reach an honorable agreement that 
will insure the rights of the South Koreans and eventually lead to a united 
democratic Korea. 

(¢d) We urge the recognition of Communism as a global threat, and that no 
area of the world be sacrificed to communism in the interest of another. We 
urge that under no circumstances should Formosa be permitted to fall under 
Communist control. We believe that Japan is to Asia what Western Germany 
is to Europe; therefore, neither should be allowed to fall before a Communist 
aggressor, even at the expense of rearming both. If rearming Germany and 
Japan becomes necessary, we recommend that, since Germany and Japan have 
both previously been aggressor nations themselves, great care be taken to pre 
vent the resurgence of aggressive militarism in either country. 

(e) We urge the Government of the United States to supplement its policy 
for Asian and the Middle East by encouraging the peoples of those areas to 
achieve their aspiration for freedom and economic independence by the fol- 
lowing measures recognizing more pointedly their rights as recognized in our 
Declaration of Independence to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness; en- 
larging our program of furnishing technical know-how to them; making any 
economic or military aid to their governments conditional upon certain reforms 
including land reform, which will prevent such aid from enriching the few and 
insure the wide and fair distribution of the benefit and protection of that aid; 
and providing capital for the development of their resources for the benefit of 
those peoples instead of in the usual pattern of foreign imperialism. 

(f) In the conflict arising from the challenge of communism to democracies, 
we eniphasize that ideas are as important as economic or military strength. The 
intluence of the United States being dependent upon the promulgation of truth, 
we endorse an intensified effert for dissemination of facts concerning the 
American free system through an agency not limited by diplomatic consideration. 

(7) We heartily endorse a strong rearmament program and Selective Service 
System limited to the present world crisis, in order that our Nation may fulfill 
its responsibilities as a leading power interested in international justice. Upon 
the termination of this crisis, we encourage our leaders to work in cooperation 
with the other members of the U. N. to secure a world-wide disarmament pro- 
gram, covering all weapons and having necessary guarantees of international 
inspection. 

(h) While opposed to controls after the termination of the present emergency, 
we urge the strengthening and vigerous enforcement of the Defense Production 
Act during this emergency. 

(i) We condemn waste in defense expenditures, and demand that waste be 
eliminated to the end that the taxpayer receives a dollar's worth of protection 
for every tax dollar. 

(j) We recognize that both peace, security, and democracy are dependent on 
both spiritual and meral strength; therefore, at a time when the people of the 
world are looking to us for leadership, we, as individuals and as a Nation, 
should encourage high moral standards in public and private life through per- 
sonal example. 

(hk) Strengthen the United Nations by creating therein an international court 
with jurisdiction over all matters pertaining to violations of international law, as 
defined in a Code of International Law to be established. 

2. We implement the AMVETS. bylaws by appointing the directors of the 
AMVETS division of international affairs and assign to this division the study 
of all plans and proposals for achieving world peace; and encourage the 
establishment of such divisions at department and post levels. 

3. We continue support of the Mutual Security Program, the Atlantic Pact, 
and urge the development of other regional associations in the Middle East and 
the creation of a Pacific Pact similar to the Atlantic Pact, with the ultimate 
goal of linking all such regional bodies into «a stronger world organization within 
the United Nations, and urge the integration and implementation of such 
associations. 

4. We continue the reciprocal trade-agreements program, but withhold Mutual 
Security Program aid from nations which send war goods to Russia or her 
satellites. 

5. Continue Selective Service to keep America prepared and encourage appoint- 
ment of World War II combat veterans to Selective Service boards, 

6. We support the St. Lawrence seaway and power project. 
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7. We support statehood for Alaska and Hawaii. 

S. We urge that Americans accept as a duty and responsibility the opportu. 
nities for service to our State Department when they are called upon to do so, and 
urge our Government to recruit more World War IL veterans for State De- 
partment and Foreign Service 

% We reiterate our previous stand for a world police force under the United 
Nations, and strongly urge that our Government exert such leadership as will 
insure the future maintenance of a United Nations police force. 

10. We approve of the use of the atom bomb if in the judgment of our Nation's 
leaders its use should be required for national and world security. We are 
fully contident that the decision affecting the use of the bomb will be governed 
by keen awareness of the moral implications of its use. Suppert of this resolu- 
tion is not intended as a forfeiture of the continued interest of AMVETS toward 
nny international conference working in good faith toward the international 
control of atomic energies, 

11. We petition our Government to take such steps as will win for the United 
States and for the principles of democracy the loyal friendship of the peoples 
of the world. Such steps should include 

(a) An intensified program of international educational activity which will 
avail itself of every known technique of public relations and which will tell 
the story of democracy to peoples which have accepted totalitarian govern- 
ments or are struggling with totalitarian temptations, 

(b) We encourage support of the Voice of Freedom, Winds of Freedom, letter 
writing, and other nongevernmental techniques for the dissemination of infor 
nation to the people of the countries behind the iron curtain. 

12. Being aware that many servicemen in World War IT lost their lives be- 
eunuse of shortages of critical material and supplies, and that such shortages 
were sometimes caused by work stoppages due to management or labor, we 
hereby petition Congress to enact regulations comparable to those of the Armed 
Forces for the control and regulation of management, labor and capital of 
essential industries during such time as our forces are in combat, 

13. We urge that more attention be given to the conservation of eritical re- 
sourees by more efficient management and steekpiling, and condemn excessive 
stockpiling of materials. 

14. We urge the immediate discharge of Communist sympathizers and other 
disloyal persons in the Government and further, if such a person is a natural- 
ized citizen and his citizenship is revoked, he should be deported. 

1D. We request the Government to commence immediately the drafting of 
men Classified as 4-F during World I, if such men are qualified physically and 
mentally, te perform administrative duties in the Armed Forces, 

16. We urge that conscientious objectors be called to serve in some capacity, 
such as to do noncombat duties in the Armed Forces, in order to release more 
men to active duty. 

17. We urge Congress to appropriate sufficient funds for all the Reserve com- 
penents of the Armed Forces to provide adequate training facilities including 
equipment in order that all units of these components may maintain the highest 
degree of combat readiness consistent with the time allotted for their training 
periods; that, when units of the Reserve components are called to active duty, 
new Reserve units be anthorized and organized as a replacement in the locality 
from which the called unit is taken: we support a call-op of doctors and deitists 
who received their degrees at Government expense or otherwise who did not 
serve in World War II and that no bonus be paid to volunteers of the medical 
service. 

18. We reaffirm our previous stand and strongly urge that Communist China 
be denied membership in the United States, and that the State Department 
use every possible means te prevent such recognition, including use of the veto. 

19. We urge the President of the United States and the Secretary of State to 
appoint a representative of the veterans of World War IL to serve as an adviser 
to th United States delegation to the UN, 

20. AMVETS urge upon the Congress and the President a full review of 
American policy in occupied Germany with particular emphasis on the denazi- 
fication program, the object of such-review being to insure that through appro- 
priate occupation and education practices the people of Germany be educated 
to democratic principles. 

21. We resolve that no male displaced person of military age shall be ad- 
mitted to the United States unless he shall indicate his willingness to recister 
for selective service and to become a citizen of the United States. 
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vz. We urge the Congress of the United States to instruct our delegates to 
the United Nations to obtain a declaration that any further act of aggression 
by Russia or any of its satellites against any free nation anywhere in the world 
shall be regarded as an act of war and that such aggression will be met with all 
military force necessary to neutralize and terminate the aggression, 

23. We favor the creation of an adequate and balanced military force in the 
North Atlantic community and other areas of the world, and we support the 
North Atlantic Pact countries in their rearmament efforts by providing them 
with sufficient economic, political, moral, and psychological assistance. 

24. We firmly oppose any settlement of the war in Korea which would leave 
that country divided and partially occupied by Communist forces: we favor 
neceptance by the United Nations as part of its forces in Korea such Nationalist 
Chinese troops as may be offered, to be used as the United Nations Supreme 
Commander deems best, provided that it does not jeopardize the security of 
Formosa; we urge the United Nations to renew its efforts to have member 
nations make a creater contribution of forces in Korea. 

25. That we oppose any law or regulation which will operate as a blanket 
deferment of college students from selective service 

26. The action of Soviet Russia in supplying implements and materials of war 
to the aggressors in Korea is condemned by AMVETS as actually amounting 
toanaet of war against the United Nations 

27. We urge AMVETS posts to establish blood donor recruiting stations and 
actively assist in enrollment of doners of whole blood and blood plasma for 
use in Korea. 

ZS. AMVETS appeal to employers not to penalize veterans whe are members 
of the Organized Reserve Corps of the National Guard, by withholding employ- 
tient or promotion 

2. We urge Congress to establish a civilian commission to carry on a con- 
tinaeus Inspection of the various Armed Porces similar to the operations of 
the Inspector General, with authority to ascertain facts from military records 
aud repert results to the heads of the Armed Forces, to the Congress or to 
such committees as Congress shall deem proper: that such facts as do not vie- 
late security regulations shall be released to the public at the discretion of 
Congress 

30. We condemn the action of the State Department in granting the Communist 
Government of Tlungary important concessions civen under coercion and due to 
threats concerning the continued torture of an American citizen, and further 
demand that the State Department refuse to be so intimidated in the future. 

31. We call upon our Government to use immediately every means at their 
comumind te secure the immediate release of Willinm Oatis by Czochoslovakia, 
and if this results in failure that the United States impose on Czechoslovakia the 
strongest economic sanctions 

32. We urge that the executive and legislative branches of our National, State. 
and local governments immediately adept a realistic bipartisan American stand 
on international affairs and foreign policy. 

33. We disapprove the plan that calls for paying officers a larger combat bonus 
than the bonus paid to enlisted men. 

4. We note with satisfaction that the United Nations has, according to pre- 
vious AMVETS mandate, mitigated the dangerous effect of the veto power in 
the Security Council by amending procedural rules so that subjects vetoed there 
may be called before the General Assembly for appropriate action without delay 

Bo. We urge the immediate adoption of an effective universal military train 
ing system. 

36. We urge the greater utilization of womanpower in both military and defense 
establishments, but we are strongly opposed to the drafting of women. 


27. We urge the establishment of an intelligence system: second ta none, 





AMVETS Reso_tutrion No. 49, 1951 


Whereas the fundamental policy of the hospital and medical services program 
of AMIVETTS is to do everything possible to make absolutely certain that the 
finest medical care of veterans in the United States is available to veterans of all 
wars: und 

\Whercas we have considered all past resolutions of AMVETS in determining 
our program at this time: Be it hereby 

Resolred, That we recommend the following: 
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1. That the national office urge the VA to immediately commence and expedite 
the construction of hospital facilities already author zed in the State of 
California. 

~. That hospital attendants of the VA hospitals be reclassified to such an 
extent that such employment will be considered as desirable permanent employ 
ment by persons in this particular job classification. 

%. That the Office of the Assistant Administrator for Special Services of the 
VA be abolished and the duties of said office be transferred to the Office of the 
Chief Medical Director of the VA. 

$. That the selection of sites for VA hospitals be made only with the approval 
of the Chief Medical Director of the VA, and we urge that sites for such hospitals 
be located as reasonably near as possible to established medical centers. 

5. That all divisions of every VA hospital be required to report through its 
chain of command to the manager of that bospital, and that no report from any 
division of any hospital shall go through an administrative level higher than the 
hospital without first going through the manager thereof for transmitting with 
his recommendations to the Chief Medical Director who will have the authority 
to act on such recommendations 

6. That the Administrator of Veterans’ Affairs formally delegate to the Chief 
Medical Director of the VA such primary authority as may be necessary to assure 
control over all policy affecting the care and treatment of patients and over the 
management and operation of the hospital system, and this delegation of author 
itv should be clearly and unequivocally set forth in the VA Manual and in the 
ageney’s organizational charts. 

7. That no one shall be appointed manager of a VA hospital without the prior 
approval of the Chief Medical Director of the VA. 

S. That the Administrater of Veterans’ Affairs should initiate a revision of 
personnel ceiling procedures with a view to giving the Chief Medical Director 
more Hexibility in the allocation of personnel in hospitals. 

% That the Administrator of Veterans’ Affairs should initiate a revision of 
budgetary control procedures, with a view to taking hospital managers respon 
sible for single budgets, recognizing the special budgetary problems of hospitals 
affiliated with medical schools 

lO. That the Administrator of Veterans’ Affairs appoint the Chief Medical 
Director of the VA with the advice and concurrence of the Medical Advisors 
Bourd of the VA, 

11. That Public Law 263, Seventy-ninth Congress, be amended so as to leave no 
doubt whatseever that the Congress intends the Chief Medical Director of the 
VA to be the principal medical authority to control, manage, and operate its 
medical and hospital program 

IZ. That the Medical Advisory Board of the VA have the power in the cause of 
controversy between the Chief Medical Director of the VA and the Administrator 
of Veterans’ Affairs to present the problem directly to the President of the 
United States and or the Congress of the United States, 

Is. That in all cases where the Armed Forces hospitalize and eventually dis 
charge an individual to a VA hospital that the individual be directly discharged 
from the Armod Forces noon bis entrance into a VA hospital and that all eliniens 
records including N-ray records be forwarded to the VA hospital immediately 
upon lis transfer 

If. That So S87 on Government aid to medical education be enacted into law 
and that the Federal Government also render help to recognized schools for the 
training of ancillary medical personne! 

In. That VA rating board physicians be sent to refresher courses periodically. 

16. In order to attract and held personnel in the medicul and hospital prograia, 
that salaries of these employees be increased 25 percent and that there be a 
percent inerease every time a S-percent inerease is established in the cost of 
living, and that a similar principle be applied to all other Government employees 


AMVETS ResotutTion No. 50, 1954 


Whereas one of the primary considerations of AMVETS is to advocate service 
te veterans, their widews and dependents, second to mone > and 

Whereas in order to implement this service and carry out the fundamenta 
principles prescribed by Liw it is necessary that we advocate a constructive and 
lar-reaching program, and 
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Whereas AMVETS all over the country have expressed their desires on a great 
many different phases of service to veterans through the medium of resolutions 
which have been considered by this convention; Therefore we recommend the 
following: 

1. That the law which now provides pensions for widows and children of 
World War I veterans be amended to include the same benefits payable to 
widows and children of World War II veterans. 

2. That the present law pertaining to non-service-connected benefits be amended 
as follows: Provide that income limitations for single veterans or a widow 
without a dependent be raised from the present $1,000 limitation to S1.S800 and 
that the present $2,500 income limitation for veterans with dependents and 
widows with dependents be continued at the present rate. 

3. That all monetary benefits paid veterans and their dependents based on their 
service in the Armed Forces of the United States be tied to the cost-of-living 
index as provided by the Department of Labor and that compensation and pension 
be increased and decreased according to the fluxation of that index, provided 
that at no time will the benefits go below the present rates payable, and provided 
further that the date to figure cost of living be based on the vear 146. 

4. That any time a new law is passed or new regulation promulgated by the 
VA every veteran’s claim, falling under the jurisdiction of that particular subject, 
be automatically reviewed by the VA. 

5. That all XC cases now located in VA district offices be decentralized and 
sent back to the VA regional office having jurisdiction over same. 

6. That we endorse the passage of HL. R. 320 which pertains to the presumptive 
period of disabilities, thereby allowing a 3-year presumptive period for service- 
connection for psychosis. 

7. That we urge the adoption of legislation that pertains to request for review 
of discharges given under conditions other than honorable and due for considera- 
tion for review under section 207, Public Law 601 of the EBightieth Congress, to 
the effect that all cases that come before the screening board of the armed services 
be sent to the civilian review board regardless of the recommendations made by 
the screening board of the armed services, 

8. That the 1945 schedule now being used by the VA be amended to include the 
provisions of the 1933 rating schedule found on page 61 of that rating schedule 
under code No. 3008 (traumatic arthritis, localized will be rated in terms of im- 
pairment of joint function, with the necessity of wearing an appliance, holding 
that part ina favorable rigid position. Rate for favorable ankylosis on the part). 
This part of the rating schedule will be used where a veteran is forced to wear a 
brace on the affected part of his body, provided that the examining physicians on 
eXumination recommend that such brace be used and worn by the veteran. 

9 That R&PR 1086 which pertains to presumptive disease incurred after dis- 
charge from service be amended to extend the period of time from date of dis- 
charge to 3 venrs for multiple and lateral sclerosis. 

1O. That the 1945 rating schedule te amenaed to include the following: A 100 
percent rating under code 9100, 9101, 9102, 9108 respectively for the following 
conditions : hysteria, neurasthenia, and hypechondrias is where it is definitels 
proved that the veteran is unemployable due to reasons thereof. Tt is further 
recommended that when a veteran is suffering trom a degree of disability on one 
of the above-mentioned diseases rated under one of the above-mentioned codes 
which would be effective under R&PR 1142 (b), that these conditions also be 
considered when determining unemployability or consideration of a 100-porcent 
rating. 

11. That we seek amendment to VA rules and regulations providing for a non- 
service-connected pension after anplication by a veteran when it is shown that his 
only disability or his major disability is a nervous disorder which renders him 
unable to follow a substantial gainful oceupation: provided that other VA 
requirements are met. 

12. That the technical bulletin pertaining to permanency of total disability 
ratings for veterans applying for part 3 benefits suffering from tuberculosis be 
rescinded and a veteran who is hospitalized for conditions diagnosed as active 
tuberculosis regardless of the state of that condition, as long as the condition is 
active, be paid benefits from the date be enters the hospital, or the date the claim 
was filed, whichever, is the later. We further recommend that the waiting period 
of 6 months to 1 year in this type of case be abolished and the veteran be paid 
disability from the date evidence is given to the VA showing the activity of a 
tubercular condition. 

13. That the presumptive period for service-connected cancer and malignant 
tumors be extended to 4 years. 
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14. That the VA instruct all regional offices to the effect that when a veteran 
is called into the VA for examination for compensation purposes, he be examined 
for all disability for which service-connection has been granted, including dis 
abilities evaluated at zero percent, thereby affording a veteran a complete phy- 
sical examination for all disabilities on which service-connection has been 
granted regardless of the percentage of the disability or percentage of colpen 
sation paid for same. 

15. That we alert all AMVETS to the dangerous situation effecting ex-prison 
ers of war and the War Claims Commission wherein nearly 60 bills have been 
introduced into Congress, many of which will be detrimental to ex-prisoners of 
war, through a brazen effert to siphon off War Claims Commission assets to 
former enemy aliens and firms and stockholders in enemy alien corporations and 
others, thus dissipating the funds set aside with which to pay ex-prisoners of 
war. Further, we strongly urge legislation to provide for a medical study of all 
eX-prisoners of war as to the physical and mental effects of imprisonment, malnu 
trition, foreed labor and inhuman treatment during imprisonment. After exten- 
sive investigation we recommend S. 513, S. 1416, S. 1607, 8. 180s, HE. R. 304, TER 
o206, HE ROOT. PER. 445, FER. 4522, and H.R. 4573. and tind dangerous to the 
cause of eX-prisoners of war and the War Claims Commission S. 302, S. S73, 
S. 1960, H.R. 1620, H.R. 2550, A. R. 2656, H.R. 2758, H.R. 133, H.R. 2263, 
and H.R. S240. 

16. Be it resolved that AMVETS urge the immediate discharge of members 
of the Armed Forces who are retired on a temporary disability so that they mas 
receive their just benetits from the VA as disabled veterans. 

17. Beit resolved that dependency allowances for the Armed Forces be increased 
te meet increased living costs 

IS. That the legislative director be instructed to oppose any and all meas 
ures which would be detrimental to the administration of benefits as provided 
by the War Claims Act for former prisoners of war and te the original intent 
of the War Claims Cotmission Act, 

1d That AMVETS reject proposals to transfer functions of the War Claims 
Commission to the State Departuent 

20. That AMVETS support measures designed to aid families of deceased 
civilian internees similar te provisions now in effeet for parents of military 
pPrisaliers 

21. That AMVETS support measures designed to amend the War Claims Aet 
sooas to allow equal detention payvinents for beth children and adult American 
eitizens captured by the enemy during the last war, in contrast to the present 
b Seen peer month allowed children wid S50 per month permitted for adults 


AMVETS Resoturion No, 51, 191 


Whereas AMVETS have a PriUey resporsibilits to assist in traking the Gey 
ernment insurance program for veterans equitable, economical, and adminis 
tratively efficient: and 

Whereas AMVETS believe that the present insurance law fails in several 
Stances to provide equality and reasonableness > and 

Whereas these inequalities have been considered and discussed by this conver 
tion: Now, therefore, be it ; 

Resolved, That we advocate the following nine points: 

1. That AMVETS recommend that the Adiinistrator of Veterans’ Atfairs con 
solidate VA Porm P22 and VA Porm 4557, power of attorney forts tow existant 
within the VA, inte one form with appropriate references thereon taking care 
of any contingency that might arise in regard to veterans benetits. 

2. That when a power of attorney is filed on behalf of a veteran in any VA 
facility throughout the country, every other VA facility having jurisdiction over 
any benefits which might be available to the veteran be notified by the oflice 
where the original power of attorney is filed. 

3. That Public Law 25 be amended to allow veterans a reasonable timre to obtain 
national service life insurance under section G02 (Ce) 2 of the National Service 
Life Insurance Act, provided that this reasonable period of time be at least 2 
years. 

4. That the Congress of the United States expedite appropriation of funds for 
payment of liabilities under the Servicemen’s Indemnity Act of 1951. 

». That the district offices of the VA be abolished and that insofar as possible, 
and insofar as practicable, all insurance records of the VA be centralized. 
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6. That when any man is discharged from the Armed Forces as incompetent, 
he be considered to be indemnified under Public Law 23 until such time as that 
competency is regained and that thereafter he be given a reasonable time in 
which to apply for insurance under Public Law 23. 

7. That Public Law 23 be amended to allow more time for taking out of insur- 
ance after discharge from service. 

S. That service-connected disability not be used by the VA as a deterent in the 
reinstatement of Government insurance. We recommend that the NSLI Act be 
nmended to allow disabled veterans to come back into the Government insurance 
program. 

% That VA be allocated funds to place regional insuranée officers in strategic 
locations throughout the country in order that they might disseminate insurance 
information to VA regional otlices, contact offices, veterans’ organizations’ service 
otlicers, and other interested agencies throughout the locality. 


AMVETS Reso.tvurion No. 52, 1951 


Whereas it is a prime responsibility of AMVETS to insure the proper adminis 
tration of laws pertaining to veterans in Federal employment: and 

Whereas it is also a responsibility to work for the passage of legislation to 
insure equitable benetits for veterans in line with existing legislition: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That we advocate the following policy with regard to veterans’ 
richts in civil service: 

1. That AMVETS oppose any legislative, executive, or administrative action 
which would remove, weaken, or lessen present rights, benefits, and privileges 
accorded veterans by the Veterans’ Preference Act of 1944, as amended, or by 
other legislative act or by Executive order or by administrative interpretation. 

2. That we advocate the passage of lecislation to provide a penalty for the 
knowing or willful violation of the Veterans’ Preference Act of 1944, as amended. 

3. That we advocate the passage of legislation for the elimination of any time 
limitation in the filling of those positions restricted te veterans by Executive 
order under the provision of section 3, Veterans’ Preference Act of 144. 

4. That AMVETS oppose legislative action directing the Civil Service Commis- 
sion to decentralize to other departments, agencies, or similar executive group- 
ings, the recruiting and examining of future employees. 

5. That we oppose present or future lecislative action to eliminate the present 
procedure of numerical merit ratings with the method of ranking applicants by 
such categories as “outstanding,” “qualified.” or similar terminology. 

i. That we advocate that the Civil Service Commission exercise its authority 
to withdraw its delegation of authority to make on-the-spot appointments that 
extend beyond 90 days from those agencies or imstallations that flagrantly 
violate the regulations relative to veterans’ preference 

7. That we advocate legislation to provide that the Retirement Act of 1930, 
as amended, be further amended to provide for voluntary retirement with no 
reduction in pension compensation for all Federal employees, veteran and non- 
veteran, completing 30 years of creditable service. 

Ss. That AMVETS request the Civil Service Commission to make a further 
study of the current hospital attendant positions with the view of revising the 
present classification standards governing the level structure of such positions, 

% That we request the Civil Service Commission to amend regulations gov- 
erning reduction in force to provide for the mandatory reassignment of affected 
employees to vacancies for which they are qualified. 

10. That we support the Civil Service Commission in appropriation requests 
which will provide funds for satisfactory execution of its delegated authorities 
and responsibilities basie to veterans’ rights, benefits, and privileges. 

11. That we advocate the passage of legislation providing for full retention 
eredit to any veteran who requires hospitalization for any period. 

12. That we advocate that section 14 of the Veterans’ Preference Act of 1944, 
as amended, be further amended: “for such cause as to promete the efficiency 
of the service,” be deleted and “inefliciency, misconduct, or delinquency” be sub- 
stituted therefor. 

13. That AMVETS advocate that the Civil Service Commission furnish the 
veteran a copy of the reason why they were passed over and a nonveteran 
selected, 
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AMVETS Reso_urion No. 53, 1951 


Whereas we declare it to be the public policy of AMVETS that this organiza- 
tion believes that one of our primary responsibilities in the field of service to 
veterans is to do everything we can to provide an adequate employment oppor- 
tunity for veterans of World War IL: and 

Whereas we further declare it to be the policy of AMVETS that the national 
otficers of this organization shall at all times strive to improve relationships 
and take advantage of opportunities offered by State employment and Federal 
employment services ; be it 

Resolved, That we recommend the following considerations : 

1, That AMVETS deplore the action of Congress in reducing the appropriation 
of the Veterans Employment Service, thereby endangering the continued high 
level of service which that agency has rendered to veterans. 

2. That we ask the Congress to take the necessary action to assure continued 
and unreduced service of the Veterans’ Employment Service and the State employ- 
ment services wherein it administers a program of service to veterans afforded 
under the GI bill of rights. Be it further resolved that we commend our national 
officers for their past efforts in behalf of employment activities and we request 
that they continue these efforts. 

3. That we recommend that AMVETS through their national commander 
appoint a national employment officer to serve for 1 year to encourage the devel- 
opment in each district and State depariment of an employment advisory service 
for veterans. We further recommend that each national district and State 
department of AMVETS make provision tor an employment advisory service for 
veterans and that each AMVET post be urged to appoint an employment officer 
who shall be acquainted with all employment services available in his com- 
munity, and who shall be available to advise veterans with respect to their 
employment problems. 

4. That we recommend that AMVETS urge the Congress to approve the sup- 
plement appropriation for State employment security operations which is now 
pending before the Llouse of Representatives. 

5. That AMVETS reiterate its support of the National Employ the Physically 
Handicapped Week. 


AMVETS Reso.ution No. 54, 1951 


Whereas the problem of working out a practical program with regard to the 
education of veterans is especially ditticult at the present stage of events, becanse 
standards which are applicable at the end of a war such as those which went 
into the formulation of the original GI bill are not equally applicable in a dis- 
turbed period like the present when we do not know whether we should be 
planning for an extensive period of armed readiness for war, an actual war which 
may break out before the program could be put into effect, or a period of restored 
peace following the termination of the Keoran conflict ; and 

Whereas our program must be one which is compatible with national prepared- 
ness, security, and defense, with the strain placed on the national economy by the 
cost of rearming as well as the intlationary trends, the needs of the Nation for 
educated citizens and trained technicians and specialists, and justice for the 
individual veteran firmly in mind: be it 

Resolved, That we offer the following recommendations : 

1. That AMVETS agree that the guiding principle in the extension of the 
educational benetits to veterans for active military service after June 27, 1950, 
should be equality of treatment for all veterans of all wars and conflicts not 
having status of war and that “equality” means not the identity of particular 
benefits, but the adaptation of established general rights and benefits to specitic 
situations as they change with the times. 

2. That we recommend to the Congress that legislation be passed which would 
provide educational benefits to all persons who are honorably separated from 
uctive duty in the military forces of the United States after service for a period 
of not less than 90 days, or lesser period provided the separation was for a 
disability sustained in line of duty, the nature and amount of such benefits to be 
equitable but not identical with those prescribed in Public Law 346, as amended, 
to wit: 

(a) The veteran shall be entitled to all the forms of education and training 
allowed under Public Law 346, as amended, but with direct supervision exercised 
by the VA and with advisement and counseling for students mandatory. 


, 
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(b) The period of entitlement shall be computed as 1 day of training for each 
day of active military duty after June 27, 1950, plus 6 months, not to exceed 
4 calendar years. 

(c) For each month of education or training, the veteran with one or no de 
pendents shall be entitled to receive the sum of $100, and the veteran with more 
than one dependent shall be entitled to receive the sum of $120, this to be ap 
plied toward tuition, subsistence, and all books and supplies combined, without 
specification of percentages to be applied to each. The veteran may, if he wishes, 
apply the total amount to tuition and books, supporting himself by his own 
efforts, or to sul sistence, paying his own tuition; or he may specify an ameunt 
less than the total to be paid by the Government to the school in a lump sum 
for tuition for a school term and thereafter receive the remaining portion in pro 
rated monthly payments for subsistence. It is believed that this provision will 
act to end the situation created under Public Law 346, as amended, which, in 
effect, established a $500 per vear minimum tuition charge, permitting the cost 
of education once more to reflect the operation of the economic laws of supply 
and demand, while at the same time encouraging the veteran to help himself 
instead of depending on the Government for subsistence allowance for himself 
us well as his dependents. 

3. That we recommend that the cut-off date of July 25, 1951, for edueational 
benefits under Public Law 346, as amended, be reset to 1 year after separation 
from active duty for those World War II veterans who were recalled to active 
duty prior to the cut-off date, July 25, 1951. 

4. That we recommend that the VA accept corespondence courses, extension 
courses, und similar courses as preparatory to resident study and the initiation 
of training, when entered without interruption. 

5. That AMVETS unanimously support the extension of the free public library 
serivees and the free rural delivery, as well as library service bill S. 145 

6 That AMVETS request Congress to allocate funds to accredited nursing 
schools in order to aid in alleviating the present shortage of trained nurses, the 
funds to be used by students for tuition, books, and supplies essential te training. 

7. That AMVETS reaflirm the principles concerning the elimination of dis 
erimination in the various institutions of learning 

S. That we recommend that advisement and guidance be made compulsory in any 
edneational benefits extended to veterans 


% That we urge that the investigation and evaluation of the educational benefits 
under Public Law 346, as amended, be continued We further commend the Olin 
Tengue congressional subcommittee for its tireless endeavors in investigating and 


evaluating these benetits 


AMVETS Resotution No. 55, 1991 


Whereas AMVETS believe that our organization was founded and presently 


exists for the fundamental purpose of providing service to veterans and their 

dependents : and 
Whereas the VA has been provided by the Federal Government as an agenes 
has the direct responsibility of administering service programs for vet 


which 
erans: and 

Whereas under the present Administrator of Veterans’ Affairs the VA has 
become the most investigated agency in the Federal Government : and 

Whereas the VA medical program has suffered and is suffering because of the 
Administrator of Veterans’ Affairs’ interference as a layman with medical pro 
srams that should properly be under the direct supervision of medical personnel : 
and 
Whereas the VA educational program has suffered immensely under the admin- 
istration of the Administrator of Veterans’ Affairs, thus bringing veterans of 
World War IL into widespread public disrepute: and 

Whereas the VA insurance program has suffered immensely under the admin- 
istration of the Administrator of Veterans’ Affairs as shown by the many con- 
cressional investigations into its affairs; and 

Whereas the Humphrey subcommittee of the United States Senate Labor and 
Public Welfare Committee has publicly stated that the Administrator of Vet- 
erans’ Affairs was so busy looking for the underbrush underneath the trees that 
he couldn’t see the forest : and 

Whereas AMVETS believe that charges of this nature must be met by forth- 
right and courageous action whereby AMVETS may stand up and call © spade 


a spade; and 
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Whereas it is the sense of the members of the national service council of 
AMVETS that the delegates to this convention must determine as they have 
determined that unless constructive action is taken the entire veterans’ program 
in these United States is in imminent danger of even more public disrepute, more 
congressional castigation, and perhaps even partial or complete elimination or 
curtailment: and 

Whereas these charges have been brought to AMVETS national conventions 
on several occasions without ever reaching the floor with recommendations 3 
and 

Whereas continued congressional investigation of a critical mature 
nothing but detrimental to the welfare of veterans and their dependents : 
therefore, he it 

Resolved, That AMVETS at their seventh annual national convention in 
Boston, Mass., request the President of the United States to remove trom oflice 
the present Administrator of Veterans’ Affairs immediately; and be it further 

Resolved, That the President be requested to appoint a new, capable, dynamic 
Administrator of Veterans’ Affairs who will surround himself with capable 
assistants in order that the great veterans’ program mandated upon the Admin- 
istrator of Veterans’ Affairs shall continue to be a credit to veterans and ther 


dependents 


can be 
Now 


AMVETS Resonurion No. 57, 151 


In order to complete a comprehensive program covering 
to veterans, their dependents and their widows, be it 

Resolved, That we advocute the following courses of action: 

1. That the rehabilitation award given this vear to Tr. Arthur Abra 
of the Bronx VA Lfospital be made an annual award to the man whe, in the j 
ment of the service council, has done most to further the rehabilitation of 
ubled veterans 

2. That where actual need indicates, in the opinion of AMVETS State and Na 
tional service officers, that the national service director request, cents itive 
of the VA to extend working hours at regional offices and oth VA facilities 
handle any unusual work backlog, budgetary problems, of course, being con 
sidered a basis for such determination 


3. Phat an appropriate written appreciation be transmitied » the mar 
officials of Government who aided this convention and wor.ced very hard at 


it 

{. That Congress promptly appropriate funds to curry out statutory obligations 
affecting veterans and their dependents, 

That AMVETS spearhead a campaign in the communities across the Na- 
tion to make sure that no veteran's grave is left unmarked or unvisited on 
Memorial Day each year, 

6 That the Federal Government extend the return of the war dead program 
for casualties of the Korean war and that AMVETS spearhead local campaigns 
to insure that no war dead are buried without proper military funeral cere- 
monies if such ceremonies are the desire of the families. 

7. That AMVETS national officers continue to oppose with every means 
at their command phoney and false economy efforts now being framed in the 
Congress at the expense of those who have borne the battle and fought the 
wars 

That AMVETS condemn the action of Mobilization Director Charles Wilson 
and the se-called Voluntary Credits Restraint Committee which blocked the 
sale of bonus bonds for veterans of West Virginia in opposition to the wishes 
of the voters of that State. 

Mr. Smira. It has been, indeed, a pleasure to appear here because, 
as I look around T see old acquaintances: chairman: Mr. Allen of 
Louisiana; and Mrs. Rogers; and Mr. Secrest. of Ohio. who used to 
be mv boss, 

Mrs. Rocers. Would vou improve the salary for nurses also in your 
programs ¢ 

Mr. Smira. Yes, ma’am. Mr. Chairman, if To may take just 30 
seconds longer, | would like to introduce some members of my stath, 
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The Chairman. You may go ahead. 

Mr. Smiru. I present to the committee, Mr, Clarence G. Adam, our 
national service director; Mr. Rufus H. Wilson, the assistant 
national service director: Mr. Dwight Olmen, national membership 
director; Joseph O'Connell, national service officer; and Mr. Leslie 
Honeyeutt, chairman of our national service council, 


STATEMENT OF MILES D. KENNEDY, DIRECTOR, NATIONAL LEGIS- 
LATIVE COMMISSION OF THE AMERICAN LEGION, WASHINGTON, 


D. C. 


Mr. Kennevy. Mr. Chairman, Mrs. Rogers, Mrs. Kee. and gentle 
men of the committee, it is a distinet honor to be permitted to introduce 
to the members of this committee our national commander. At-the 
present time the membership of the American Legion is composed of 
6S percent World War IL veterans, and in keeping with that member- 
ship it is proper that we should have elected at our 1951 national 
convention a young lawyer from Clarksburg, W. Va.. who served 
with distinetion in World War II. 

I now introduce to you Mr. Donald R. Wilson, national commander 
of the American Legion. | Applause. | 

Mr. Witson. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 


STATEMENT OF DONALD R. WILSON, NATIONAL COMMANDER, 
AMERICAN LEGION, CLARKSBURG, W. VA. 


Mr. Witson. Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentlemen of the committee, 
the American Legion’s legislative campaign in behalf of veterans 
during 1952 aims broadly at two objectives, which we consider to be 
complimentary and indivisible. These objectives are, first, the final 
and decisive defeat of those Tloover Commission bills which threaten 
to clest roy veterans’ benefits and. second, the enactment of new lewis- 
lation to level inequities and bring about reasonable liberalization in 
existing services and benefits. 

Despite the fact that the Hoover Commission went out of existence 
on June 12. 1949, organizations professing to speak for the Commis- 
sion are still trying desperately to put through the Congress legisla- 
tion in its name. The so-called Citizens Committee, parent of these 
groups, has had introduced five separate legislative plans dealing 
with veterans’ affairs. Four of these plans provide for the dismem- 
berment of the Veterans’ Administration as the one Government 
agency providing unified service for ve terans; the fifth would seri- 
ously cripple, if not destroy, the veterans’ right to preference in Fed- 
eral employ ment. The Ame rican Le ‘gion is convinced ths at, on the 
basis of merit alone, all five qualify for speedy and positive rejection. 

The vigorous and sometimes vicious campaign which is being waged 
in support of these measures has cast a dark and heavy shadow over 
the entire field of veterans’ rehabilitation. It is because the very 
integrity of that program and of the veteran himself has been chal- 
lenged that we seek a conclusive show-down this year on the Hoover 
legislation, 

The Cuatmrman. Let me ask this question: Has the Hoover Com- 
mission ever made any recommendation so as to stop the inflation of 
the currency through the Federal Reserve System ¢ 








ee 
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Mr. Witson. No, sir. 

The Cuamman. If not, they are as sound asleep as the House and 
the Senate. 

Mr. Wurson. They have made no recommendations along that line 
tomy knowledge. 

For 3 vears how the Citizens Committee has attempted to clear 
the way for its proposals by undermining public confidence in the 
existing veterans program. Together with assorted satellite groups, 
they have filled newspapers and air waves the Nation over with fan- 
tastic charges of waste and malpractice based for the most part upon 
discredited figures or discarded procedures or simple disregard of 
what the Veterans’ Administration is and does. The effect of these 
tactics, if continued indefinitely, can only be to sell the American peo- 
ple on the idea that the entire set-up is so rotten and so wrong that 
any change would be a change for the better. 

The 5 plans now embodied in 17 bills in the House and Senate rep- 
resent far more than pieces of legislation seeking revolutionary 
changes in the handling of veterans’ affairs. They have become a 
stalking horse for individnals and interests whose end purpose is the 
abolition of veterans’ affairs. 

‘Today, the Citizens Committee is as busy as ever predicting in the 
press and over the radio and elsewhere that billions of dollars will be 
realized in administrative savings if all of its plans and bills which 
it has suggested are adopted. The fact is that 50 percent of the orig- 
inal Hoover Commission proposals already have been effectuated, and 
according to the Bureau of the Budget the resulting economies total 
some S38 million, as compared with a billion dollars. With just half 
of the slate to go, including the veterans’ bills, we ask when and where 
and how are the billions of which they spoke to be saved / 

The Veterans’ Administration budget for the fiseal year 1955 totals 
$4.2 billion. Of this amount, less than 5 percent, or 8210 million, will 
go for administrative expenses. If vast savings are to be realized in 
this operation, they obviously must come not out of administrative 
funds but out of cash benefits payable directly to veterans and their 
dependents and beneficiaries according to laws we now have. And 
vet the American people are told that these Citizens Committee pro- 
posals would in no way curtail veterans’ benefits or services. 

A distinguished United States Senator who was a member of the 
Hoover Commission itself recently saw fit to publicly denounce this 
continuing campaign of misinformation. Senator John L. MeClellan 
from the floor of the Senate on January 21, used the words, “grossly 
extravagant estimates.” in describing the economy claims of organ- 
ized backers of these bills. Senator McClellan noted that some of the 
claims ran as high as $514 billion annually, and he made this very 
significant statement : 

It is unfortunate that some members of the press still insist upen publishing 
such estimates as that and making claims which are wholly unjustified. 


Of course, the really damaging feature of all this is that the phoni- 
est of promises or charges. if repeated often enough, will gain some 
measure of acceptance. The only effective answer, in our judgment, 
is for the Congress to defeat and put away once and for all the legis- 
lation which has served to inspire this type of support which does 
emanate from the Citizens Committee. 
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Mr. Heunver. Don't you think the best way to have a show-down 

is to have hearings and hear their case and you gentlemen give your 

evidence avi inst it ? | 

Mr. Witson. We will welcome and have weleomed these public 
hearings. We have publicly debated the issues and have demonstrated 
the falsity of their claims. 

Mr. Hunver. If they do not have an opportnuity for full and com- 
plete hearing, they will always say we have never heard their case. 

Mr. Witsox. We have attempted ourselves this vear to kill this 
legislation. We want to see it brought up and see it defeated, and we 
would be happy to meet in debate With representatives of this group. 

Mr. Hunver. Yes. 

The Cuamman. The Hoover Commission people, too. They re- 
mind me of the time an Englishman tried to shingle a roof in a fog. 
The first thing he knew Wils he had shingled out on the fog ~y>oor 30 
feet. They have never spoken at all on this inflation of the currency 
W hich is the vers cause of the danger we are in today. 

Mr. Wu son. The four Citizens Committee plans hay Ine to do W ith 
veterans’ alfairs pro ile for the elimination in four easy stages of 
the Vet rans’ Adm nistration tls the one cohesive ana untied ageney 
administering veterans’ laws, Although the language in none of the 
bills specifies anv reduction in services or benefits, their enactment 
would lead inevitably to that result. The procedure is simply one 
of isolating important functions of the Veterans’ Administration 
in othe r I deral departments W here they would have sO little author- 
itv or such ponderous administrative handicaps that they could not 
possibly vet the ioh clone, 

The Veterans’ Administration was created in 1930 Upon the recom 
mendation of President Hoover, who stated that eXperience Up to 
that time had shown that dividing veterans’ separate agencies had 
proved to be costly and ineflicient. The Citizens Committee bills 
pending would simply revive the situation that existed prior to 1 
by assigning fo ohe new Federal department, one new Government 
corporation, and two existing Federal agencies the job that a single 
agency has done for 21 vears, 

It is proposed in the =O called Department of Health plan to take 
the medical and hospital service out of the Veterans’ Administration 
and place it with other Federal medical services In a new Federal de- 
partment. The American Legion has analyzed this plan in detail, and 
we find that it is littl more than the old United Medical Administra- 
tion proposal of 2 vears ago warmed over. Its over-all effect would be 
to bury and eventually dissolve in a hodgepodge of federalized medi- 
cine the present Department of Medicine and Surgery of the Vet- 
erans’ Administration. 

Under this plan the VA wouid be stripped of its most successful 
and. so far as the veteran is concerned, most important operation. Not 
even the Hoover Commissioners could find fault with the quality of 
veterans’ medical care: professional men agree that VA hospital stand- 
ards excel anything else in the field. This is the service, developed 
and refined through years of experience with problems peculiar to 
veterans’ disabilities, which you are now told should be turned over 
to an experimental superbureaucracy. 





1952 LEGISLATIVE PROGRAMS OF VETERANS’ ORGANIZATIONS 903 


Any doubt as to the real purpose of this move is dispelled in see- 
tion 9 of the bill itself, which reads as follows: 

The Secretary [of Health] is directed to submit to the Congress, within one 
year after the date of enactment of this Act, a plan for the consolidation of the 
Public Health Service and the Veterans’ Medical and Surgery Service into a 
single unified professional health and medical career service. 

This section indicates beyond question that what is proposed is not 
merely the transfer of certain functions of the Veterans’ Administra- 
tion to a new authority, but rather the complete elimination of any 
veterans’ medical service. 

Another of the plans would transfer the hospital construction ac 
tivities of the Veterans’ Administfation to the Department of the 
Interior, Aside from the fact that such action would again violate 
the principle of unified administration of veterans’ affairs, the Amer 
can Legion rejects the proposal on the ground that it could add 
nothing but dupheation and delay to the present arrangement. 

The transfer would open up an area of overlapping authority be 
tween two Government agencies, Under terms of the plan, the Vet 
erans’ Administration would retain an engineering and architectural! 
staff to repair and improve existing hospitals, while the Interior De 
partment would acquire a similar staff to perform identical functions 
relating to new hospitals. In the last analysis it just does not mak 
sense to start a new operation in a department of the Government 
separate from the agency which is to use the results of that operation 
in one of its major funetions, 

A third proposal calls for the creation of a Veterans” Insurance 
Corporation which would be an entity in itself and separate fron all 
other VA activities. It follows that such a corporal ion Would need to 
provide its own appellate, legal, adjudicatory, medical, and other 
services. These services under present conditions are available on 
au pooled basis to all VA activities including insurance. As in the 
case of the hospital construction plan, gentlemen, the proposed Insui 
ance Corporation would inevitably bring on duplication of personne! 
and additional administrative costs rather than fewer administrative 
costs. Veterans carrving Government insurance and their benetici- 
aries stand to lose rather than gain through enactment of this bill. 
and for all practical purposes the VA would suffer another aimpu 
tation. 

The reorganizat ion bill is limited to proposals for reorganizing W hat 
is left of the Veterans’ Administration after the foregoing disimen 
bherment plans shall have been completed. 

In our judgment, it would matter litle to the veterans of the country 
what was done with a Veterans’ Administration shorn of its hospital 
and medical services, insurance services, and its hospital-const ruction 
activities. It is quite likely, however, that under such circumstances 
the remains of the agency would wind up as a thoroughly subordinate 
section of one of the Federal welfare departments. 

Dismemberment of the Veterans’ Administration, in our opinion, 
would mean dismemberment of this Veterans’ Affairs Committee. If 
the Veterans’ Administration is to be carved up and its functions 
allotted to other bureaus and agencies, then legislation concerning 
veterans automatically becomes the responsibility of committees hav- 
ing to do with those other burdens and agencies. The record shows 








904 1952 LEGISLATIVE PROGRAMS OF VETERANS’ ORGANIZATIONS 


that your committee—the one committee of its kind in the Congress— 
has performed over the years a magnificent and very essential work 
in the veterans’ interest. We protest and will continue to fight any 
scheme that would relegate your committee to the legislative sidelines. 

The proposed Federal Personnel Recruitment Act, another of the 
citizens committee babies, envisions a down-the-line weakening of 
the rights to Federal employment accorded veterans in the Veterans’ 
Preference Act of 1944. The provisions of the latter law during the 
past S vears have been demonstrated in practice to be workable and 
fair to veteran and nonveteran alike. The American Legion can see 
no justification for substituting a complicated recruitment and ex- 
amination procedure which would curtail the veteran’s preference 
rights while rendering more difficult the enforcement of those rights. 

The American Legion has always maintained that the real test of 
the Government’s administration of the veterans’ program is in terms 
of how effectively the services and benefits provided by the Congress 
are translated down to the individual veteran who is entitled to them. 

On that basis alone, the Citizens Committee bills covered here this 
morning must be found wanting. For each one would interpose 
het ween the law and the intended beneficiary, the veteran, new delays, 
rond blacks, more confusion and more heartbreak for men, women, 
and children who have been led to believe that their war is over. 

The Cuarman. Mr. Commander, may Task vou a question? 

I made the suggestion a while ago while one of the other gentle- 
men was testifving that where men have been drawing compensa- 
tion for disability for 10 or 15 vears that we should make that perma- 
nent and pay it on a pension status where all they would have to do 
wonld be to issue the cheeks. Wouldn't that be a creat deal of saving 
in the Veterans’ Administration and a great relief from worry to a 
veteran in his old days? 

Mr. Witson. T think it would. 

The Cramnan. Think it over and T would like to talk to vour lead- 
ers nbout something along that line. If a man has heen disabled for 
10 or 15 vears and has drawn compensation it would be much more 
sensible to put him on a permanent station and issue him checks 
rather than having a bunch of bureauerats every year boll-weeviling 
into his record. 

Mr. Wuson. T think there is considerable merit in the suggestion, 
Mr. Rankin, and we will be elad to talk it over with you later. 

And that leads to the second part, the suggestion we are making 
this vear, 

The 1952 mandates of the American Legion seeking to improve and 
extend the present national rehabilitation program already have been 
presented to vour committee. T should like. however. to cite at this 
time several which we believe to be of particular significance. 

The American Legion advocates and will support wholeheartedly 
the extension to veterans of active service in the Armed Forces during 
the Korean war the same benefits and rights granted veterans of 
World War IT. Tt wonld be a tragie thing if the tendeney, in our 
indement, to obscure the real stature of the war in Korea were re- 
flected by the Coneress in terms of police-action henefits for these 
veterans. The GT hill of riehts proved to he a thoroughly sound and 
constructive law: the citizens who are fighting under the Stars and 
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Stripes today in Korea have earned every bit as much entitlement 
lo its provisions as those of us who served in World War IL. 

The Caiman. Whether you call it a war or police action, the boys 
doing the fighting are over there representing us and are entitled to 
that consideration. 

Mr. Wunson. Yes sir, and it is just as difficult for them to get 
wounded or disabled as in any other war. 

Mr. Devereux. Would you extend that to some other police actions 
throughout the world—San Domingo, Nicaragua, and others? 

Mr. Witsox. No. I would not. 

Mr. Deverrux. Why not / 

Mr. Wiison. Because we are in a real war in Korea. We have had 
over 100,000 American casualties. We are dealing with a particular 
group which was sent out to do a tremendous job. Whether we call 
ita police action or war it Is, in my judgment, very much a war todi ay. 

Mr. Devereux. You do not feel that these men who were disabled 
in these various little skirmishes were just as much disabled in up- 
holding the job they were told to do 4 

Mr. Witson. They probably were, General. The point I make is 
we have a large group in Korean theaters who are sent out to doa 
specific job and have been sent out to do it on the same basis as the 
rest of us tried to do in World War Il. We established a pattern 
of benefits at that time. 

Mr. Devereux. I have no fault to find with that. 

Mr. Witson. With reference to the ether actions that took place 
earlier, in view of the fact that they were some vears ago they were 
a little different type of problem, compared to the problem that faces 
you here, 

The Cuatrman. Before any more police actions oecur, Congress 
should be consulted and give the answer. 

Mr. Sprincer. May I ask a question. T like your frankness about 
facing up to the Hoover report. LT think it is time all the veteran 
organizations should come around this table and testify so we can 
make up our minds on what should be done. That is my thinking 
and the thinking of a lot of people on this committee. 

1 would like to ask you one or two questions specifically. 

Qn page 5 of your statement, the first paragraph. Here is an 
attempt, as T understand it, which would transfer the architectural 
and the engineering and the planning to the Department of the In- 
terior. Tam not so sure Tam sold on the VA handling this beeause 
in the last week a man came to my office from the State of Illinois 
who had built a hospital. Asa result of the background of this whole 
thing they had the architecture, the engineering, and the planning 
work. This contractor told them their plan would not work but they 
built this veterans’ hospital and that contractor is in process of suing 
the United States for $1 million for an error made in the VA in the 
planning and architectural and administration of that. Tle told 
them at the time it should not be done. 

I could not come to any other conclusion from this and other legisla- 
tion work that the VA is not doing a competent job. This was my 
experience last week. I entered a bill which would make it possible 
to correct this situation last week. 

Now, I want to go to the next paragraph on page 5 which has to 
do with the proposed i insurance corporation. Let me ask you this: Has 
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the American Legion ever made a survey with reference to the cost of 
administering a poli: y of insurance in comparison with the private 
companies like the Me ‘tropolitan and Prudential / 

Mr. Winson. We have. 

Mr. Sertxcer. What are vour figures / 

Mr. Wuson. I do not recall the exact figures. But let me get to 
the point you want to make, that the cost is considerably higher than 
for private companies. But you have a peculiar situation when you 
begin to compare figures and you have to make allowances for condi- 
tions that exist. 

Private companies have no part of that cost ascribed to these agents 
out in the field. The VA administration of insurance costs are right 
there and identifiable. How much it would mean by way of added 
costs to the cost of placing an insurance policy by a private company 
if vou were to include the administrative functions performed by the 
agents in the field is where you run up against a blank wall. You 
cannot make a comparison there. You would have to judge the 
individual agent’s time. 

But we believe, and I mention this because it will come out in sug- 
gestions we will make during the year—we believe there is room for 
uuprovement in the handling of the insurance function of the VA and 
some tightening of that kind can be done administratively and that 
administrative procedures can be attempted to make it less expensive. 
But all of this can be done, Mr. Springer, without establishing a sepa- 
rate Government corporat ion completely removed from the VA, 

The Hoover Commission would take this right out of VA and 
establish it ina separate governmental corporation, Our whole point 
is this, where administrative procedures need to be brushed up, the 
place to brush them up ts right on the ground. You do not cure ad 
ministrative defects by cre ating another corpor ation. 

Mr. Srrinern. 1 think maybe there is some merit in what you say 
and Tam not sare that by transferring one Government corporation 
to another Vou are say ing money. That has not been iy expe rience, 
gut a year-ago when this bill came up that would provide insurance 
to veterans after they had left the service for those who could not get 
it asa result of injuries received in the service, 1 made a speech which 
showed something like this, that the number of employees it took, as 
I recall it took 1,600 employees to administer policies as against 400 
in the Metropolitan Life. ‘That is the thing 1 am talking about, for 
one thing. 

The second thing LT have never been in favor of, I received a check 
for S200 or 8300. We will find the AY have never charged to me the cost 
of administering the policy but charged that to the Federal Govern- 
ment. There were no savings under ‘the insurance plan but it is just 
money coming out of the U nited States Treasury and I do not think 
itisa fair proposition. 

Mr. ‘Treacur. It is not because of the VA that you get that money. 
It is an act of Congress. 

Mr. Sprincer. I think vou are right. Mr. Teague, and if that is so, 
I think we are wrong. 

The Cuatmman. I can tell you what happened. The Senate im- 
agined that they knew more than the House and they put this in a bill 
that came from another committee and did not come from this com- 
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mittee. That is the reason they got it into a mess. If they had let it 
alone and let the House report the bill it had before it they would not 
have to go back and make these refunds. 

Mr. Sprincer. I am glad to know that. 

Mr. Parrerson (staff). The law requires, regardless of how much 
a veteran may have paid in in the way of premiums, if his death is 
determined to be service-connected, that the entire cost of his policy 
shall be borne by the Treasury and the resulting premiums remain in 
the fund and enrich the rest of us who have the good fortune to live. 

Mr. Wrison. Mr. Springer, may I take the point of the number of 
employees it takes to handle a given number of policies in VA and in 
Metropolitan Life. Metropolitan Life figures do not take into consid- 
eration the very substantial services performed in the field by the sec- 
retarial staff employed in the field. And may I point out further in 
connection with a number of the administrative weaknesses that might 
have turned up from time to time in the handling of insurance pro- 
rrams that the task force which investigated the problem for the 

foover Commission did not request the creation of a separate insur- 
ance Government corporation. 

Mr. Sprincer. I do not know whether the Veterans’ Administration 
are resisting this or not. In my district in Illinois we had a plan of 
roughly 100 houses sold. It was tentatively approved and the men 
put their cash down on the barrel. When they got into it, the VA went 
out and approved it and then there came up the Federal Housing group 
to make their approval, and they would not do it. The VA had made 
a wrong survey, and when it came to paying the money it was just not 
done. 

I think the job should be to improve the loan but not go into the 
architectural design to determine whether that is the kind of house 
or building that meets Federal specifications for a loan. 

The Cuamman. The speaker has only five more minutes, so let him 
finish his statement. 

Mr. Witson. Thank you, Mr. Rankin. I turn now toa favorite sub- 
ject of yours which has remained static since 1949; and I pay my re- 
spects to your views on the inflationary trend throughout the country. 
The cost-of-living index has risen substantially. 

Compensation rates for the war-disabled have remained static since 
December of 1949. The cost-of-living index meanwhile has risen 
substantially, a trend which Government and private industry alike 
have recognized by permitting general increases in wages and salaries. 
The American Legion, therefore, is sponsoring and urges swift ap- 
proval of legislation (H. R. 5897) providing for an increase of 20 per- 
cent in the present rates for disability compensation. This bill also 
provides for cost-of-living increases in the rates for death compensa- 
tion, disability pension, and death pension. 

The American Legion also urges the elevation of annual income 
limitations used in determining eligibility for disability and death 
pension. H. R. 5895 provides for increasing the figure from $1,000 
to $1,800 for persons without dependents, and from $2,500 to $3,000 
for persons with dependents. her liberalizing provisions would 
exclude from the computation of annual income certain additional 
payments not covered under existing law. 
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The transfer to the VA of thousands of men wounded and disabled 
in the Korean war is bound to intensify the already grave problem of 
veterans’ hospitalization. It is imperative in our judgment that firm 
steps be taken now to equip the Veterans’ Administration to meet this 
additional patient load. 

To facilitate action so far as the immediate crisis is concerned and 
in the interest of coordinated long-range planning, a Federal board 
of hospitalization should be created by the Congress without delay. 
The American Legion believes that this board must have the authority 
and power to supervise planning for the construction and utilization 
of Federal hospitals, to coordinate the availability of hospitals and 
beds for veterans, and to transfer hospitals from one Federal agency 
to another when need or economy and efficiency so require. 

We feel very strongly that nothing would be more beneficial and 
more productive in the field of veterans’ hospitalization at this time 
than the establishment along these lines of a Federal board of 
hospitalization. 

There, ladies and gentlemen of the committee, very briefly sketched 
is the legislative program of the American Legion. We deeply appre- 
ciate the courtesy and consideration which we have had not only today 
but in the many years past from the members of this committee and 
we shall look forward to working with you some more. 

Mr. Kennepy. Mr. Chairman, may I introduce the national com- 
mander’s wife, Mrs. Donald R. Wilson, who is with us this morning, 
and 1 would also like to have the record show that we have with us 
Mr. T. O. Kraable, director of our national rehabilitation commission, 
and Charles W. Stevens, his assistant. 

The Cnatrmman. Mrs. Rogers. 

Mrs. Rogers. You have a very fine permanent staff here and I like 
the way you have presented your case, Mr. Wilson. 

Mr. Auten. I want the record to show that the commander has made 
one of the best statements before this committee in my many years on 
the committee. 

Mr. Serincer. I would like to agree with the statement of Mr. Allen 
that, while we may not entirely agree with all he has said, his presen- 
tation probably explains why he has been chosen commander of the 
American Legion. 

The Cuamman. And I would like to say it is one of the best state- 
ments we have had. 

Mr. Secrest. I not only like what he has to say about the Veterans’ 
Administration but [ like him putting his country first and advocating 
the early conclusion of thé Korean war. 

(Whereupon, at 11:45 p. m., the hearing was concluded.) 

The following statement was submitted for the record : 


STATEMENT RY Dr. FRANK B. Gigtiorri, NATIONAL ComMMANDER, REGULAR 
VeTRERANS ASSOCIATION OF THE UNrrep States 


Mr. Chairmen, ladies, and gentlemen of the committee, IT come to you at this 
time to present the legislative program that was presented to me and the com 
mission on rehabilitation of the Regular Veterans Association of the United 
States. This commission on rehabilitation is composed of some of the most 
distinguished men in America, Admiral William F. Stantey, former Chief of 
Naval Operations, being our chairman; the Honorable Watson B. Miller, vice 
chairman: Mr. Arthur Jack Janelli, a disabled veteran of the Pacific wars, 
director of rehabilitation and national service officer. We have other distin- 











ene © Wn 











1952 LEGISLATIVE PROGRAMS OF VETERANS’ ORGANIZATIONS 909 


guished members of the commission who have worked on this program to be 
luid before you, for your consideration and your thoughts. We know that in 
the spirit of fairness, and in the spirit of democracy, you will listen to our 
program and that you will give the greatest and most sympathetic consideration 
to it. You may have facts at your disposal that we do not have, and for that 
reason we feel that you are better equipped to go over the program and then 
in cooperation with recommendations made by other veterans’ organizations 
to give to our veterans, our widows, and our orphans the type of program which 
they should have so as to alleviate suffering and to take care of those who 
ure in need, 

The various veterans’ organizations of this Nation of ours and their programs 
have been worked out after looking over the field and finding out what the 
needs of our veteran population may be. The major veterans’ groups that meet 
with you from time to time make recommendations. In those recommendations 
it appears that from year to year there are certain items that are left out. 

We therefore present to you, Mr. Chairman, at this time, the mandates of the 
national convention as presented to us as it was held in the city of Washington 
in the month of August. (See Committee Print 117, S2d Cong.) We have 
gone over this program very carefully, and thought not only of the problems 
that we are confronting but we have thought also of our people's responsibility 
in paying the bills. We feel that when it comes to caring for the disabled 
veteran and his family that we need very definitely to have your thoughts and 
analytical appraisal of the work of the Veterans’ Administration as they tried 
to work out from their angle the matter of medication, rehabilitation, and 
restoration to useful citizenship. 

The Regular Veterans Association had before it one of the programs of hous- 
ing for the men of the Regular Establishment, and we feel that housing is one 
of the things that is absolutely essential and necessary. Next to housing has 
been an adequate defense force. Following adequate defense, we have thought 
of the problems of the disabled, the widow, and the orphans, Therefore, we feel 
your committee is responsible for working out these problems of vital importance. 

Mr. Chairman and members of the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, we do not 
ugree now—or have we agreed—with those that take the position that only men 
who have wartime disabilities, or disabilities that come after an emergency 
starts should receive priority in consideration. Mr. Chairman, and ladies 
and gentlemen, L say to you that a man who has lost his eyes or his 
limbs, or has been disabled while in the Armed Forces of our country at 
any time, that man is just as disabled, just as blind, and just as lame 
as a man who was hurt during a= specific period or specilic wartime. 
Therefore, it is the business and the duty of those of us who are asked, and who 
are granted the privilege of being their spokesman, to say that we insist that 
these people be given the proper consideration, and that their problems be solved. 

When we stop to think that a man who had a leg or an arm cut off, or eyes out, 
and whose legs, arms, and eyes were given during a time of maneuver, or the 
training of other men so that our Nation could be defended, that those men up 
until a few years ago only received 40 percent of what other men received who 
were wounded or lost the portions of their body during the time of a wartime 
emergency. We feel that a great inadequacy has existed. And, therefore, one 
of the first things that we ask and we want for your consideration is that you 
prepare and that you pass a bill making it a law of this Nation, giving parity 
of pensions and consideration and compensation to men who have been disabled 
at any time in the Armed Forces of our country, Whether it be in time of war or 
in time of peace. 

Mr. Chairman, further may I say to you that the Regular Veterans Association 
of the United States presents at this time an outlined program of adequate pen- 
sions, adequate pay, and compensation for all men of the armed services at all 
times. Besides that, we follow with a program as outlined here as we presented 
it to the Veterans’ Administration Legislative Office, and that, in pursuance to 
the resolutions passed at our convention, present those to you for your considera- 
tion and for your action, 

Knowing that you will study the legislation which we proposed, we submit them 
to you at this time, and trust that God may guide you in consideration of the 
problems that confront us as a sovereign people. We do not want class legis- 
lation. We want democratic action; we want equality of thought, for in a 
democracy there is no first-or second-rate citizens, And, therefore, we lay these 
things before you for your action and your consideration. 


x 





